22

Pursuant to Article 18, paragraph 2 of the Law on Official Statistics (“Official Journal of RS”, No 104/09) and Article 8, paragraph 1 of the Law on the National Assembly (“Official Journal of RS”, No 9/10), 
The National Assembly of the Republic of Serbia, at its 10th Extraordinary Session in 2015 held on 24 June 2015, has adopted
D E C I S I O N
 ON OFFICIAL STATISTICS OVER THE PERIOD 
2016 - 2020 

1. The Programme of Official Statistics over the period 2016 – 2020, which printed copy accompanies this decision and makes its integral part. 

2. This Decision shall enter into force the eighth day following the publication in the “Official Journal of RS”.

RS number 23
In Belgrade, 24 June 2015
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I. INTRODUCTION
The legal basis for the production and dissemination of data and information of the official statistics, as well as for the organisation of the official statistical system in the Republic of Serbia, are laid down in the Law on Official Statistics (“Official Journal of RS” No 104/09 – hereafter: the Law).

The Law defines the preparation of the programme with the planned activities of official statistics for a five-year period.
The Programme of Official Statistics over 2016 – 2020 (hereinafter: the Programme) has been prepared by the Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia jointly with other responsible producers of official statistics.

The Programme defines the activities intended for the achievement of the main objective which is the completion in the mentioned period of the harmonization of statistical surveys and indicators with international standards, primarily with the standards of the European Statistical System and the European Union. Thus, in defining the statistical activities the requirements cited in the following documents have been taken into consideration: the Regulation EU No 99/2013 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 January 2013 on the European Statistical Programme 2013-2017, the Еuropean Statistics Annual Work Programme 2014 and the Eurostat Statistical Requirements Compendium 2014. Furthermore, the Programme should also satisfy as much as possible the needs of a wider users’ circle by producing quality, reliable, timely and easy accessible data. 
In line with the provisions of the Law, the Strategy of Official Statistics Development in the Republic of Serbia for a five-year period is an integral part of the Programme. The Strategy should secure faster development of the official statistics towards the harmonization of methodologies, standards and good statistical practice, as well as the basis to obtain the most important statistical indicators and enhancement of their comparability with statistical data of those of European
and other countries.  
Furthermore, this Programme contains a review of expected official statistics results by areas, with information on their periodicity and planned activities. Listed are particularly the planned activities for the introduction of new indicators to be used for the harmonization and application of international standards in areas where this has not been done yet.  Provided are also a review of the most important infrastructure and development activities that cannot be classified in selected areas, and a list of responsible official statistics producers along with statistical areas for which those are responsible, as well as a reminder of expected problems and prerequisites for the realization of the Programme.
II. STRATEGY OF OFFICIAL STATISTICS DEVELOPMENT IN THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA OVER THE PERIOD 2016 – 2020 
1. Official statistics in the Republic of Serbia 

The harmonisation of official statistics with international statistical standards, classifications and methodologies, as well as the adoption of good statistical practice of other countries are an integral part of intensive activities of the Republic of Serbia within the process of accession to the European Union, i.e. process of stabilisation and access, and process of accession negotiations. In that sense, the provision of quality and internationally comparable indicators and the realisation of the five-year programme are the main strategic orientations of the official statistics system of the Republic of Serbia. 
The official statistics system, as part of the information system of every democratic society, is defined as a system of quantitative indicators obtained through uniform methodologies, definitions, classifications and management of statistical surveys, as well as activities based on unique programmes and plans. The most important task of official statistics is to present a real picture of social trends in the country and to offer a reliable basis for analysis and decision-making at different social levels, from the government and other institutions to businesses and interested citizens. The principal values of official statistics stem, among other things, from documents adopted by the UN Economic and Social Council – Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics, and by the European Commission – European Statistics Code of Practice. 

Recognizing the need and significance of official statistics, the Republic of Serbia, supported by the European Union, endeavors to harmonize our statistical system with international standards. The development of official statistics is also connected to the EU accession process, i.e. the criterion of ability to take on the responsibilities from the EU membership (part concerning statistics), as well as to the monitoring of indicators of fulfillment of economic criteria for the membership and forthcoming negotiations with this process. In addition, the responsibilities of official statistics also arise from the relationships with other international institutions, such as the United Nations and organisations thereof, the International Monetary Fund, the World Bank, OECD, etc.
The Programme, starting from the UN and EU recommendations, establishes the legal, institutional and programme framework for the collection, production and dissemination of data and information, as well as for the management of the official statistics system. The official statistics system of the Republic of Serbia is made of the Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia, as the main coordinator of the system, the National Bank of Serbia and other responsible official statistics producers, such as: Мinistry of Finance, Ministry of Agriculture and Environmental Protection, Ministray of Education, Science and Technological Development, Ministry of Mining and Energy, Ministry of Justice, Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Health, Pension and Disability Insurance, Republic National Health Insurance Fund, Institute of Public Health of Serbia, National Employment Service, National Library of Serbia, etc. Pursuant to the Law, the Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia is the main producer and disseminator of data, responsible professional is the main authoritative body and manager of the official statistics system and represents the official statistics of the Republic of Serbia in the international statistical system. The Statistical Council of the Republic of Serbia holds a particular role in the official statistics system, being established by the Law, and participates in the outline and adoption of programme and other strategic document drafts, as well as in the monitoring of their realization. 

2. Main activities of official statistics
The main activities of official statistics concern:

· Collection, processing and dissemination of statistical data and information which are of equally of good quality and accessible to the users;

· Maintenance and strengthening of the position and professional independence of official statistics;

· Strengthening of the confidence of both the national and international public in official statistics, and
· Active international cooperation and involvement in the work of relevant of national and international institutions. 
3. Мission of official statistics
The main mission of official statistics is to provide relevant, impartial, reliable, timely and internationally comparable statistical indicators. Owing to the coordination of responsible producers of official statistics and active involvement in the international statistical cooperation the published official statistical results meet the needs of decision-makers, researchers and other users, and serve as the basis for the monitoring and directing of policies in economic and social fields as well as policies concerning the process of accession of the Republic of Serbia to the European Union. Data collection, processing and dissemination rely on the inevitable use of methodological and organizational knowledge, statistical standards, modern technologies, statistical confidence, optimal use of resources, burden on respondents at a reasonable level and accessibility of data to users under the same conditions. 

4. Vision and values of official statistics
By building professional and infrastructure capacities, adopting and applying the best statistical practices, the official statistics system of the Republic of Serbia should reach a high level of harmonisation with international statistical standards, high level of quality of published data and acquire confidence of data providers and users.
The realisation of the official statistics mission and vision relies on:

· Production and publication of quality statistical data, using the best international experiences about methods of data collections, processing and dissemination, principles of efficiency, focus on users and constant improvement of human potentials;

· Mutual confidence of all the parties involved in the official statistics system, data providers and official statistics producers, and
· Constant cooperation of official statistics producers in the country and abroad. 
5. Fundamental strategic objectives
The fundamental strategic objectives define the priority axis of actions and the results that ought to be achieved by official statistics through those actions:

5.1. Development of the official statistics system and harmonization of statistical standards and practice with international standards and practice, primarily with those of the European Union
Statistical standards include standard methodologies, concepts, classifications and nomenclatures, as well as the procedures for the calculation of statistical indicators.

The fundamental objective is the harmonisation with the requirements of the statistical system, primarily with that of the EU, as regard the volume of statistical indicators, deadlines of issuing and applied methodologies, and is to be achieved till the end of this period. In that sense, the use of standard definitions and classifications, as well as the procedures to obtain complex statistical indicators, is the basis for official statistical data comparability, primarily with the data of the European Statistical System, i.e. for their relevance and validity from the viewpoint of EU legal regulations and methodological rules and recommendations. This way, the requirements concerning the EU accession process set up for official statistics will be fulfilled. 
In addition to the development of methodologies and the adoption of new standards, it is necessary to work on further development of statistical registers, the framework for the selection of statistical units, broader implementation of sampling methods and ampler use of administrative data sources. This will also allow, besides the rationalisation of the current structure and way of carrying out statistical surveys as a method most frequently used, reducing the burden on respondents and total costs for obtaining certain statistical indicators.  In this process, it is required to use positive practices of other countries’ official statistics. Other improvements concern the modernisation of information and technological solutions used in data collection, processing and dissemination.
The development of analytical work will progress towards the standardisation of procedures, levelling of data processing levels, monitoring and measurement of results quality, reporting, etc. The basic development areas of the analysis of offiicial statistics results concern the analysis, modeling and seasonal adjustment of time series, analysis of macroeconomic data and analysis of mutual harmonisation of statistical data and information from miscellaneous sources. Following the practice of other countries, official statistics will pay particular attention to terminology harmonisation and methodological compliance of definitions and concepts. 

5.2. Improvement of the production of statistical data with high level of international comparability of results
Statistical data and information, as well as the final result of the activity and target product of official statistics are the basis for comparison with other countries. The focus of official statistics will move from statistical surveys, as a mean to obtain data, to statistical indicators, as the results for which the users are directly interested. 
In defining statistical indicators, the following documents have been used as starting point: Annual report on the level of harmonization of our statistics with European standards, European Statistical pPogramme 2013-2017, Еuropean Statistical Annual Programme 2014, Еurostat Statistical Requirements Compendium 2014 and National Programme for the Adoption of EU acquis, as well as the light peer review of the statistical system of Serbia carried out occasionnally by Eurostat and the annual reports of the European Commission about the progress of Serbia. 

New harmonised methodological solutions will be used for current statistical indicators, and the standard European solutions for the new ones, providing the mechanisms for their formation by conducting current and new surveys and using administrative data sources.

Changes in a real environment require constant enlargement and harmonisation of the list of current statistical data and information, as well as that the latter are presented by sex. Also, in view of obtaining the best possible quality of statistical products, i.e. indicators, it is necessary to improve constantly the process and method of data collection, both from administrative sources and from field work. 
5.3. Improvement of the cooperation and coordination within the official statistics system of the Republic of Serbia
In the official statistics system, the Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia is the responsible professional authoritative body, manager and coordinator of the system. Other responsible official statistics producers are defined by the law and five-year statistical programme. 

The Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia holds the role which, among other things, is to compile the data and information from all statistical areas so to create the whole picture of the economic and social life through the provision and explanation of a series of indicators, accompanied by corresponding analysis based on standard statistical methods and procedures.

In that sense, official statistics should be an organized system in which, pursuant to the law, long-term development strategies, pluriannual programmes and annual plans of official statistics, as well as to other regulations by individual areas, are defined the role and concrete obligations of responsible official statistics producers. Continuous improvement of their mutual cooperation is crucial for the coherence and completeness of the system and the implementation of standard classifications and definitions in the creation of statistical indicators.

Also, in view of a better coordination and strengthening of the cooperation with the official statistics producers, it is necessary to adopt memoranda of understanding with all the parties involved in the official statistics system. 

5.4. Strengthening the confidence in official statistics through the cooperation with data providers and data users
To validate statistical production, responsible official statistics producers should constantly endeavour to attract the confidence and develop good relationships with the main data users and providers, as well as with media representatives. By educating data providers and users official statistics producers enhance the significance of statistical data and contribute to their adequate use.

It is necessary to continue the activities on the development and implementation of a quality management system and on the introduction of standard reporting about statistics quality. The fulfillment of international standards implies the provision not only of data but also of information about the data themselves (metadata), including data on applied definitions, classifications, coverage and calculation methods, as well as notes on their quality and possible constraints regarding their use.
Official statistics will strictly make sure of the protection of personal data and discuss with data providers to reduce their response burden (definition of common variables in surveys, addressing the sampling issue, etc.), as well as to boost their confidence, which is a prerequisite for official statistics quality improvement.

Also, the official statistics results are available at the same time to all users under the same conditions. The calendar of results publication, as well as the dissemination databases that contain official statistics results, are available to the public. The regular survey on users and services, offered by official statistics, will enhance mutual relationships and confidence, as well as data dissemination.

5.5. Engagement of adequate staff in the official statistics system 

To carry out the planned activities, especially to produce new indicators requires staff with appropriate knowledge and skills in statistics. It is necessary to pursue intensive training and continuous vocational education of staff in statistics and computer skills, primarily for the purpose of implementing new methodological solutions, international statistical standards and increasing analytical capacities, as well as creating and analysis of the effects of miscellaneous policies. The planned training can be organised and conducted internally, in cooperation with responsible official statistics producers and related ministries in order to initiate a network of contact point for statistical issues, as well as within international cooperation, especially in the scope of European integrations. Enhancement of knowledge through seminars, training, summer schools should be intensified, and so should also be the assistance in implementing certain procedures (sample design of specific surveys, etc.).
6. Strategic objectives and priority development activities by statistical area
In addition to the achievement of the mentioned fundamental strategic objectives, it is necessary to accomplish special objectives and priority activities at the level of selected statistical areas.
6.1. Macroeconomic statistics 

The fundamental strategic objective in macroeconomic statistics is further harmonization for the System of National Accounts with international standards, i.e. timely and quality implementation of new SNA standards 2008 (System of National Accounts 2008) and ESA 2010 (European System of Accounts 2010). To provide data for monitoring macroeconomic trends it is required to constantly amend the content of relevant statistics and to harmonise them, especially in the field of national accounts and indicators of environment and sustainable development. Also, it is necessary to improve the cooperation with other official statistics producers, as well as to adapt and increase the use of administrative data sources. 

In this field, the following objectives are to be achieved: 

· Coverage enlargement, quality improvement and timely issuing of macroeconomic indicators for keeping and monitoring the results of economic politics;

· Securing data consistency through the coordination of the activities of official statistics producers that collect, publish or use macroeconomic statistics;

· Adaptation of administrative data sources to the needs of a new methodology in macroeconomic statistics;

· Implementation of new methodological standards (SNA 2008 and ESA 2010) and other relevant methodologies, and
· Constant data quality improvement and harmonization of price statistics with EU standards.

Priority development activities will be accomplished in the following areas:

· Major aggregates of national accounts 

· Моnetary and financial statistics
· Government finance statistics 
· Balance of payments statistics 
· House price indices
· Sustainable development statistics
· Environmental accounts.

6.2. Business statistics
The fundamental strategic objective in business statistics is to provide statistical indicators relevant for the adoption of economic politics measures and the monitoring of economic development and comparison of national economies with European and other foreign ones, as well as for the adoption of measures and plans of special politics in corresponding areas. 
In this area, the following development objectives are to be achieved:

· Modernization of the methods of data collection for annual and short-term business statistics surveys;

· Ampler use of available administrative data sources, and
· Improvement of structural and short-term business indicators and other business indicators.
Priority development activities in this area are as follows:

· Structural business statistics
· Short-term business statistics (monthly and quarterly statistics of manufacturing, construction, trade, services, employment, earnings, producers’ prices of industrial products, prices indices of construction and price indices of services)

· External trade statistics
· Tourism statistics
· Prodcom statistics 

· Foreign affiliates statistics (FATS) 

· Direct foreign investment statistics
· Statistics of International trade in services 

· Business register statistics
· Statistics of science and technology, innovations, and information and communication technologies (implementation of a new survey on total budget outlays for R&D, production of a set of indicators in the field of research and development, as well as introduction of a survey on human resources in high-technology areas).
6.3. Demography and social statistics
The fundamental strategic objective in social statistics is to improve the content of data on population, labour market, education, culture, health, disability, justice and gender statistics, consumers’ security and protection, personal consumption, inequalities in income distribution, pverty, social cohesion and protection that are necessary to monitor living conditions, quality of life, as well as social and health protection. It is also necessary to provide more data by sex.

In this area the following development objectives are to be achieved: 

· Modernization of data collection in surveys concerning households (Labour Force Survey, Household Budget Survey, Time Use Survey, Survey on Income and Living Conditions, etc.);

· Reduction of the burden of respondents;

· Improvement of the content of data of labour market statistics (labour costs and earnings structure);
· Improvement and enlargement of the content of data in gender statistics;

· Improvement of the content of data on persons living in collective dwellings, the focus being on the persons with disabilities; 
· Improvement of the content of data in education statistics, production of a greater number of indicators and transmission of education indicators according to the UOE questionnaire (joint questionnaire of OECD, UNESCO and Eurostat);

· Improvement of the DevInfo database of the Republic and municipalities;

· Continuation of the activities on the implementation of ESSPROS (European System of Integrated Social Protection Statistics), and
· Start of the preparations for the Census of Population, Households and Dwellings 2021.
Priority development activities in this field are as follows:
· Statistics of asylum seekers, residence permits and illegal migration
· Statistics of international migration
· Employment and unemployment statistics 

· Earnings and labour costs statistics
· Household Budget Survey and Time Use Survey
· Statistics of income, social inclusion and living conditions
· Statistics of quality of life
· Education statistics.

6.4. Statistics of agriculture and environment, geographic areas and other sector statistics
The fundamental objective in this area is to accomplish the harmonization with EU standards in view of providing quality and timely data on structural characteristics of agricultural production and environmental protection. 
In this area, the following objectives are to be achieved:

· Harmonization of the statistics of agriculture with the standards of the European Statistical System in this area in order to develop, adjust and complement the data on structural surveys, crop production, livestock, fishing, forestry, agricultural monetary statistics and environmental protection;

· Coordination with other official statistics producers in view of integrating agricultural statistics, and
· Setting up a more efficient data collection, processing and publication, using modern ICT solutions.

Priority development activities in this area are as follows: 
· Crop production statistics
· Livestock statistics
· Farm structure statistics 
· Statistical register of agricultural holdings (Statistical Farm Register)
· Agricultural accounts and prices
· Food security statistics
· Forestry statistics
· Environmental protection statistics
· Waste and hazardous materials statistics
· Water statistics
· Energy statistics
· Transport statistics
· Rural development statistics 
· Regional and urban statistics
· Geographic information statistics.

7. Development activities in the field of statistical infrastructure
The development activities in the field of statistical infrastructure, directly or indirectly, should upgrade the efficiency of the production of statistical indicators as a fundamental objective of the official statistics activity. 

All responsible official statistics producers should focus the planned general development statistics on the harmonization with European methodologies and classifications, primarily on the revision of the European System of Accounts; the development of the statistical register and its integration in statistical production processes; the storage of metadata and their accessibility, as well as the connection of data and metadata for the whole production cycle; the development of dissemination databases in compliance with the users’ needs; the development and use of tools for managing confidential data, as well as the access to microdata by authorised researchers, etc. The activities in the forthcoming period concerns the improvement of the standards and joint tools for efficient and safe exchange of statistical data and metadata, further improvement of the cooperation with government institutions, the National Bank of Serbia and other institutions, the population and international organisations; the stimulation of corresponding initiatives through carrying out major international projects in this field in compliance with the European Statistical System and Eurostat, as well as the work on raising the overall quality of official statistics. To this end, it is also necessary to reorganize the Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia according to the mentioned statistical areas and provide human, financial and technical resources for the purpose of introducing new indicators in the official statistics system. 
7.1. Legal frame
The Law on Official Statistics is the fundamental legal act that regulates official statistics, i.e. the production and dissemination of data and information, as well as the organization of the official statistics system in the Republic of Serbia. The Law provides the conditions for obtaining the most important statistical indicators; for the development of official statistics towards the harmonization of methodologies, classifications, nomenclatures and statistical practice with international standards; for increasing the comparability or four official statistics with those of other countries and international organizations; for the promotion of the role and significance of official statistics in the community. Furthermore, The Law regulates also the activities necessary for the preparation, collection, processing, storage, search, presentation, analysis and dissemination of statistical data and information performed by institutions designated by this Law as responsible producers of official statistics. The Law has created the conditions necessary for the preparations and adoptions of other legal acts and by-laws harmonised with EU standards and required for the creation of the legal framework for the official statistics functioning. Further, amendments to the legal framework are planned, destined to secure efficient organization and production of statistical indicators, as well as a better protection of confidential statistical data. 
7.2. Quality management
By introducing quality management, the Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia, as the main official statistics producer, has decided to become connected optimally to data users and providers. The most suitable system to achieve this objective is the Total Quality Management System (TQM). In addition, the European Statistics Code of Practice, as well as other documents of the European Commission, provides the framework for the implementation of various quality dimensions in official statistics.

The purpose of introducing the quality management system is to accomplish, with constant improvement of statistical activities, maximum users’ satisfaction with satisfied and motivated official statistics staff, with minimal burden on respondents and rational spending of available resources. 

In the process of introduction, particularly at the beginning, it is necessary to carry out activities which effects do not become evident immediately, i.e. in the short-term. Investing in quality improvement in the initial stage will result in multiple benefits for all the persons involved in the official statistics system. 

7.3. Classifications
Harmonisation of national statistical and other classifications with standard international classifications is the main task of official statistics, being at the same time one of the prerequisites to have comparable official statistics results with those of other countries. The principal classification used by official statistics is the Classification of Activities, which has been harmonised with the standard EU NACE Rev. 2 following to the adoption of the Law on the Classification of Activities. This creates the conditions for the harmonization of related economic classifications: Classification of Products by activities (CPA 2.1) and Classification of Manufactured Goods (Prodcom). Given that the revision of the System of National Accounts (SNA-ESA) is ongoing, changes in the domain of functional classifications in this field are to expected, which also implies their implementation in official statistics. Of all these classifications, the most important is the Classification of Individual Consumption according to Purpose (COICOP), which is used to present data on individual consumption. The transport statistics uses the Standard Goods Classification for Transport Statistics (NST 2007) to measure goods transport. Social statistics uses the Classification of Occupations which is harmonised with the International Standard Classification of Occupations (ISCO 2008) and applied for the first time in the Census of Population, Households and Dwellings-2011, but is also used for coding occupations in other statistical surveys. Education statistics applies the International Standard Classification of Education (ISCED 2011) – levels and fields of study, and in the domain of science used is the International Classification of Fields of Science (FOS 2006) and the International Classification of Socio-economic Objectives (NABS 2007). In the forthcoming period, as national statistical classifications, it is necessary to either adopt them or up-date the already adopted ones in line with the amendments to reference standards from the so-called International Family of Economic and Social Classifications. 
7.4. Information and communication technologies
Information and communication technologies (ICT) provide services and technological infrastructure that support and enhance the work processes of statistical systems, thus rendering them more successful and efficient. 

The development of modern statistics depends directly on ICT development. The activities of official statistics owe their improvement to: quality hardware allowing one to process a larger amount of data and to obtain processing results more quickly; fast communication links, making possible direct link between the computer and data exchange with users; adequate software for data entry, processing, storage and dissemination; interoperability – ability for two or more systems or components to exchange and use shared information; protection of the information system; further standardisation of business process and transactions; continuous improvement of services to clients; furhter development of the Business Intelligence; furhter development of the regular monitoring process and quality control; registers, i.e. reliance on new and enhancement of the current registers; development of a web-service for personalised services to businesses, monitoring and use of new trends and technologies (Open Data, Big Data, Data Mining, itd.), etc.
It is necessary to secure a free flow and understanding of information to serve efficient electronic operation of official statistics and the provision of services to clients. To that end, it is required first to define technical specifications and solutions, as well as to ensure a uniform way of communication, both between the application in the Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia and the information systems in other government bodies. Thus, one of the fundamental priority is the development of ICT, software package which is completely developed in the Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia. The metabase of structural statistics is the ICT base. The ICT preliminary design relies on GSBPM (Generic Statistical Business Process Model).

Defining a technical frame for data exchange and implementating the adopted specifications in applications would allow efficient data exchange betwee any applications that support the specifications directly and with no need of any specific application adjustment. This would facilitate to achieve the goal – free exchange and understanding of information through the whole system - interoperability.
7.5. Information and dissemination
Dissemination policy is focused on timely provision of high quality customised statistical data to users.  In the forthcoming period, by increasing the accessibility and quality of data, official statistics will be better recognized as the main source of reliable and timely data. It is also necessary to: improve the communication between the users and official statistics in order to satisfy users’ needs; implement new information technologies in the process of data dissemination; improve the infrastructure for accessing data, ensuring their confidentiality; increase the offer of publicly accessible data for users’ needs; strengthen the cooperation with national and international users to identify more efficiently their needs; increase the offer of microdata for the needs of R&D institutions, in line with the defined procedure of access to individual data without identifiers for R&D purposes, as well as with the requirements defined in the European Statistical System, and raise users’ awareness of the possibilities and limitations of official statistics. 

7.6. European integration and international cooperation
The process of European integration of the Republic of Serbia and development activities of official statistics aim at securing, in the next period, harmonization with the European Statistical System (ЕSS), i.e. the harmonization of standards, classifications and methodology in view of obtaining comparable indicators, as well as the involvement in the international statistical cooperation of all responsible official statistics producers, coordinated by Eurostat, on European level, and the Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia, on national level. This process should be followed by: the accomplishment of important strategic international projects which are intended, in the scope of international assistance, to improve the official statistics system, then intensification of bilateral cooperation with other national statistical institutions, verified through formalization of mutual cooperation, as well as active involvement in the activities of international statistical working groups or forums in order to enhance global statistics and assert our official statistics.
III. REVIEW OF EXPECTED RESULTS OF OFFICIAL STATISTICS 

	STATISTICAL AREAS
	RESPONSIBLE PRODUCER
	ADMINISTRATIVE SOURCE
	STATISTICAL INDICATORS, PLANNED ACTIVITIES AND INDICATORS’ PERIODICITY

	MACROECONOMIC STATISTICS

	1. Annual economic accounts
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia

	National Bank of Serbia, Ministry of Finance and Business Registers Agency 


	System of connected and consistent accounts for the Republic of Serbia and all defined institutional sectors. Major macroeconomic aggregates. Methodological framework is made of internationally recognized standards: System of National Accounts 2008 (SNA 2008), European System of Accounts 2010 (ESA 2010), etc. 

In the next period planned is the following: improvement of sectoral accounts and calculation of macroeconomic aggregates; development of regional accounts; improvement of the calculation method according to the production approach at constant prices – use of the deflation method; work on balancing the supply/use tables and input-output tables and harmonization with sectoral accounts; introduction of GDP calculation by income approach at current prices; up-dating the detailed description of the methodology and data sources for the calculation of annual GDP in line with the calculations based on ESA 2010.

Annual periodicity.

	2. Quarterly national accounts
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia

	National Bank of Serbia and Ministry of Finance

	GDP calculation by CA sectors and by categories of GDP use, at current and constant prices (prices of previous year), in form of not seasonally adjusted and seasonally adjusted data. 
In the next period planned is the following: further improvement of the methodology and results of quarterly calculations of macroeconomic aggregates; pilot quarterly GDP calculation by income approach at current prices; harmonization of the three approaches of quarterly GDP calculations; preparation of data for the compilation of quarterly national accounts for the level of the total economy and preparation of data for the compilation of sectoral quarterly national accounts.

Quarterly periodicity.

	3. Моnetary and financial statistics 

- Balances of the National Bank of Serbia, banks and other financial intermediaries, insurance companies, and pension funds
- Statistics of interest rates
- Statistics of investment funds
- Statistics of financial accounts
- Survey on credit banks’ activity

	National Bank of Serbia and Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia

	National Bank of Serbia, Ministry of Finance, Social insurance Funds, Securities Commission, Central Register, securities custody and clearing, Business Registers Agency, Deposits Insurance Agency, Development Fund of the Republic of Serbia, National Mortgage Insurance Corporation, Serbian Export Credit and Insurance Agency, Provincial Secretary for Finance of AP of Vojvodina and funds  from the territory of AP Vojvodina
	Balances of the National Bank of Serbia and other monetary and financial institutions.

Balances of other financial intermediaries – receivables and liabilities by sectors according to financial instruments, original maturity date and currency.

Financial indicators – banks’ interest rates on deposits and loans.

Balances of insurance companies and pension funds – receivables and liabilities by sectors according to financial instruments, original maturity date and currency.

Statistics of investment funds – receivables and liabilities by sectors, according to financial instruments, original maturity date and currency.

Financial accounts of the Republic of Serbia for defined institutional sectors.

Financial accounts of the Republic of Serbia – data on inter-sectoral receivables and liabilities by corresponding financial instruments, original maturity date and currency.

Survey on banks’ credit activity – qualitative outline of the conditions on the banks’ credit offer side.

Monthly, quarterly and annual periodicity.

	4. Balance of payments statistics 
- Balance of payment of the Republic of Serbia
- Public debt statistics
- International investment position
- Securities statistics
- Financing and Managing terms for small and medium enterprises
	National Bank of Serbia
	National Bank of Serbia, Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia, Ministry of Finance and Central Register, securities custody and clearing

	Production of balance of payments and its projections.

Production of the international investment position.

Data on the total external public debt and of the public sector.

Production of securities statistics – data on securities issuers and holders by sector.

Statistics of financing and managing terms of small and medium enterprises – general data on financing and managing terms for small and medium enterprises.

Monthly, quarterly and annual periodicity.

	5. Statistics in the field of balance of payments
- General indicators of the functioning of payment systems of the National Bank of Serbia
- Statistical data on performed payment operations and use of payment instruments
- Statistical indicators of the functioning of the payment system of the National Bank of Serbia
- Statistical data on payment services
	National Bank of Serbia
	National Bank of Serbia
	General indicators of the functioning of RTGS payment system (accounting in real time by the gross principle) and NBS clearing system and interbank payment clearing in foreign currencies.

Statistics of payment services and use of payment instruments – data on the number of clients by types of certain payment services, cashless transactions, cash transactions, checks and payment cards and acceptance network.

Monthly and quarterly periodicity. 

	6. Government finance statistics
	Ministry of Finance and Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia

	
	Government finance statistics covers reports on budget execution (from all sources) of all entities classified in the government sector. The periodicity of reporting on consolidated public revenues, expenditure and fiscal deficit is monthly. The periodicity of reporting on aggregates of the government sector, deficit and debt is quarterly and annual.

In the next period, planned is to switch to GFS 2014, thus creating conditions for further improvement of the GFS methodology, as well as harmonization of the methodology with EU (ESA 2010).

	
	
	
	

	7Prices

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia

	
	Consumer price indices, producer price indices of manufactured and agricultural goods; prices of products in retail trade, electricity and gas prices, purchase power parities.

In the next period planned are activities on services producer prices of services, construction price indices and house price indices. 

Fortnight, monthly, semi-annual and annual periodicity.

	8. Sustainable development statistics 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia

	All responsible official statistics producers and other state bodies and organizations 
	Indicators of sustainable development concerning economic development; poverty and social exclusion – isolation (social marginality); ageing society; population health; air protection; generation and consumption of energy and waste management; land use; water protection; situation of wild plant and animal species in nature; biodiversity, i.e. ecosystem and protected areas; transport, etc. 

In the next period planned is the following: creation of a unique database of relevant data for the purpose of monitoring development trends, as well as establishment of a practice to determine the official holders of public information. 

Annual periodicity.

	9. Environment accounts 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia

	Мinistry of Interior, Ministry of Agriculture and Environmental Protection and Agency for Environmental Protection 
	Calculation of data on investments and current expenditure for environmental protection and on revenues from environment-related activities by environmental areas.

Calculation of indicators of material costs. 

Calculation of revenues from environment-related fees.
Production of accounts of emissions to the air.

Experimental calculation of elements of energy accounts (PEFA).

Еxperimental calculation of elements of accounts of the Sector of goods and services related to the environment.

Annual periodicity.

	10. Indicators for micro, small and medium enterprises and entrepreneurs 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	Business Registers Agency, Ministry of the Economy and the Republic Secretary for Public Policies
	Set of economic indicators for statistical monitoring of the sector of micro, small and medium enterprises and entrepreneurs.

Planned is the enlargement of the set of indicators in line with the new international standards.
Annual periodicity. 

	BUSINESS STATISTICS

	1. Structural business statistics

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Business Registers Agency, Ministry of Finance – Tax Administration and National Bank of Serbia
	Financial and other indicators of the operating results of businesses: number of business entities, turnover, value of production, value added, gross operating surplus, purchase of goods and services, payment for agency workers, labour costs, earnings, social insurance costs, number of employees, indicators for business services, regional indicators, etc., in line with the EU regulations relaltive to this field. 
Realised investments and payments for investments in fixed assets, by technical structure and CA sections. Revenues by sources and expenditure by use for users of budget funds. Employees, earnings and number of local units in financial institutions by municipalities, towns and City of Belgrade; revenues and expenditure, interest rates and insurance premiums by municipalities, current and capital transfers, yield on exchange rate differences and other economic indicators.
Planned is the enlargement of the set of indicators: turnover and operating costs by the Classification of Products by Activities (CPA 2008), data for KAU; calculation of indicators for financial activities and business services (indicators by categories of CPA 2008 and geographic distribution of countries) and calculation of regional indicators.
Planned is the improvement of the coverage of reporting units by involving a part of other legal entities that are market-oriented, defining the methods and estimations of data for the group of entrepreneurs, based on administrative sources, introduction of the calculation of indicators from the field of business demography, as well as adjustment of structural business statistics to changes in the European Statistical System (FRIBS programme application).
Annual and pluriannual periodicity.

	2. Annual statistics of industrial products (Prodcom)
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	
	Natural indicators of manufacturing, stocks (inventories) at the beginning and end of the year, internal consumption, sale as well as value of sale. The nomenclature of products is harmonised every year with Prodcom list for the purpose of the survey of industry.

Planned is the continuous performance of the existing activities in line with the changes by Eurostat.

Annual periodicity.

	3. Statistics of foreign affiliates transactions (internal and external FATS)
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia and the National Bank of Serbia
	Business Registers Agency, Ministry of Finance – Tax Administration and the National Bank of Serbia
	Financial and other indicators of the results of foreign affiliates transactions in the Republic of Serbia (internal FATS): number of foreign affiliates, turnover, production value, value added, labour costs and number of employees, in line with EU related regulations.

Planned is the introduction of the calculation of other indicators defined in EU regulations for internal FATS: purchase of goods and services, investments in material goods and R&D expenditure and introduction of statistics of domestic affiliates outside the Republic of Serbia (external FATS) in cooperation with the National Bank of Serbia as well as adjustment of FATS statistics to changes in the European Statistical System in this fieldsу сарадњи са Народном банком Србије, као и прилагођавање FATS статистике променама у европском статистичком систему у овој области (implementation of FRIBS).

Annual periodicity

	4. Short-term business statistics
	
	
	

	1) Industry statistics
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	
	Set of short-term indicators for industry: industrial production index according to CA and MIG classification; turnover in industry; industrial producer prices, number of employees, hours worked and average salaries and wages, etc.
Planned are regular harmonization with changes in Eurostat methodology, monitoring of turnover in industry on monthly basis and adjustment to changes in the European Statistical System (implementation of FRIBS).

Monthly and annual periodicity.

	2) Construction statistics
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	
	Set of short-term indicators of construction: construction production index for buildings and other civil engineering; index of the value of new purchases; issued building permits for buildings, dwellings and civil engineering; new built prices; number of employees, hours worked and average salaries and wages, etc.
Planned are the harmonization with the changes in Eurostat methodology and adjustment to changes in the European Statistical System (implementation of FRIBS).

Monthly, quarterly, semi-annual and annual periodicity.

	3) Wholesale and retail trade statistics
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Ministry of Finance – Tax Administration
	Set of short-term indicators of wholesale and retail trade: turnover in wholesale trade at current prices and by months, turnover by types of customers and commodity groups, etc.; monthly and quarterly turnover and retail trade turnover indices VAT included and excluded, turnover at current and constant prices; turnover by modality of payment and commodity groups; turnover in division 45 of CA, as well as the number of employees, hours worked and average salaries and wages, etc.
Planned are the harmonization with Eurostat methodology, production of metadata for trade and complete use of administrative sources for entrepreneurs’ trade turnover, and adjustment to the changes in the European Statistical System (implementation of FRIBS).

Monthly, quarterly and annual periodicity.

	4) Short-term statistics of other services 

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Business Registers Agency and Ministry of Finance – Tax Administration 
	Set of short-term indicators for other services – quarterly indices of operating revenues and expenditure of enterprises by CA divisions. 
Planned are the harmonization with the changes in Eurostat methodology, introduction of new indicators relative to quarterly turnover indices, number of employees, hours worked, etc., use of administrative sources for the turnover of businesses, and adjustment to the changes of the European Statistical System (implementation of FRIBS).

Quarterly and annual periodicity. 

	5. Тourism
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Ministry of Trade, Tourism and Telecommunication, and Business Registers Agency
	Set of data on tourist supply and demand: number of accommodation facilities, accommodation units and beds by type of facilities; number of arrivals and overnights of domestic and foreign tourists by type of accommodation and country of origin; occupancy rates of bed-places and accommodation units, and annual data on the turnover of tourist agencies (number and overnights of domestic and foreign tourists organised by tourist agencies, by country of trip and origin of tourists).

Planned is to provide indicators of tourism demand, i.e. annual data on tourist trips of the population of the Republic of Serbia in the country and abroad, and trip characteristics (one-day and several day trips, length of trips, type of trips, type of accommodation, transport mean, etc.), data on characteristics of tourists (sex, age, employment status, etc.), as well as enlargement of the coverage and reporting units. 

Monthly, annual and pluri-annual periodicity.

	6. External trade (international goods trade)
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Ministry of Finance – Tax Administration
	Data on the value and volume of exported and imported goods classified by partner countries, commodities of the Customs Tariff, types of transportation, preferential rates in case of goods import, types of external trade transactions, currencies, size of enterprises and trade characteristics thereof, etc. Unit values of exports and imports, physical volume of exports and imports, and exchange relations. 

Planned is to improve the methodology and procedures for data processing by trade characteristics of enterprises, and to prepare for the implementation of INTRASTAT, which would provide all necessary indicators of trade between EU member countries. Planned is to use additional data sources on international trade by ships and aircrafts for the purpose of a more precise identification of the moment when ownership changes (harmonization with the methodology of balance of payments and national accounts) and building of an infrastructure necessary for the incorporation of transactions performed over the Internet in the results of the international goods trade. 
Monthly and annual periodicity.

	7. Science, technology and innovations
	
	
	

	1) R&D statistics 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Development
	Data on organizations engaged in R&D by sectors and scientific fields; employed scientists and researchers, assistant researchers and persons engaged on the basis of work by contract by sectors, scientific fields, FTE, academic titles, age and sex; R&D works by sectors, scientific fields, primary objectives, ordering parties, scientific fields and type of research; inventions and patents by R&D intensity; gross domestic expenditures and development by sectors and scientific fields; sources of funds dedicated to R&D, etc.
Planned is to provide precise financial indicators: cost share for R&D activity in GDP, funding from abroad by sectors of performance and introduction of data for the business sector. 

Annual periodicity.

	2) Statistics of total budget outlays for science (GBAORD)
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Development
	Data on budget outlays for R&D activity by socio-economic objectives, as well as planned budget for R&D. 

	3) Innovation statistics
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Development
	Data on innovation activities and innovation effects, existing capacities in enterprises, factors hindering innovations, etc., as well as data on technological innovations of products and process; on-going innovation or abandoned innovation activities; expenditures for innovation activities; sources of information and cooperation in innovation activities; innovation objectives; organizational innovations; marketing innovations; protection of rights on intellectual property; environmental benefits of innovations and on innovation potentials. 

Planned is to provide all indicators for the survey of European Innovation Scoreboard (EIS). 

Annual and bi-annual periodicity.

	4) Indicators of high-tech industry and knowledge-intensive services (HTEC)
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	
	Definition and calculation of a set of indicators and classification of industry and services by level of capital technology development, and labour-intensive services according to Eurostat standards. 

Annual periodicity.

	8. Statistics of information and communication technologies
	
	
	

	1) Statistics of ICT usage
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	
	Data on the usage of information and communication technologies in households, enterprises and financial institutions: access to information and communication technologies, use of computers and the Internet, e-commerce, e-government, main information on ICT system, automated share of data within and outside enterprises, exchange of information in the chain of supplies electronically, etc.
Annual periodicity.

	DEMOGRAPHY AND SOCIAL STATISTICS

	1. Population
	
	
	

	1) Census of Population, Households and Dwellings, 2021 


	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	
	The Census of Population, Households and Dwellings 2012 will provide data on the number and territorial distribution of population by demographic, geographic, migration, ethnic, educational, economic characteristics, as well as data on households, families and housing units.
The Census will be carried out in line with international recommendations around 2020 and EU regulations, which adoption is expected to be over the period 2015-2018. 

In the forthcoming period, planned are the following activities: analysis of current administrative sources in view of determining the methods for Census management; consultations with bodies and institutions maintaining the administrative databases; activities on the analysis of alternative modalities of Census carrying out; up-dating enumeration and statistical areas; drafting of legal basis; consultations with the users; preparation of organizational and methodological instruments, organization and carrying out of the Pilot census 2019, including the post-enumeration survey; analysis of the results of the pilot census, as well as continuation of methodological and organizational preparations for the conduction of the Census 20121.

Ten-year periodicity.

	2) Аsylum seekers, residence permits and illegal migration
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Ministry of Interior and Commissariat for Refugees and Migration
	In the forthcoming period planned is to establish statistics on asylum seekers, residence permits and illegal migration.

It is necessary to define a Memorandum of Understanding with competent bodies and institutions.

The periodicity of indicators of asylum seekers statistics is monthly, quarterly and annual. 

The periodicity of indicators of residence permits and illegal migration statistics is annual.

	3) Vital statistics

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Competent services keeping registries, Principal courts and Institute of Public Health of Serbia
	Main demographic indicators.

Absolute and regulatory indicators of births and deaths, marriages and divorces by demographic, ethnic, educational and economic characteristics; general rates for all vital events, as well as specific fertility, mortality, marriage rates and divorce rate; abridged approximate life tables and fertility tables, etc..

Annual periodicity. 

Calculation of healthy life years (disability-free). 

Indicator – Healthy Life Years is used by Eurostat to present the living conditions in a selected country. The indicator is calculated on the basis of life tables and data on disability (Census of Population 2011). The data represents the number of years without disability.

Ten-year periodicity.

	4) Population estimates 


	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	
	In the forthcoming period planned is to implement a methodology for the production of population estimates by selected demographic characteristics (marital status, country of birth, citizenship, etc.) in addition to pre-existing estimates by age and sex. 

 Annual periodicity.

	5) Population projections

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	
	Revision of existing projection until 2061.

Long-term population projections based on data from the last population census on NSTJ2 level, in five variants: low, medium, high variants, variant of constant fertility and mortality, and variant without migrations.

In the forthcoming period planned are the following activities: production of revised long-term population projection and production of active population projections, i.e. of labour force of the Republic of Serbia 2011-2061. године.

Ten-year periodicity.

	6) Migrations
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Мinistry of Interior, and Commissariat for Refugees and Migrations
	Internal migrations, i.e. the number and territorial distribution of migrants by demographic, ethnic and economic characteristics. 

International migrations.

In the forthcoming period planned is to establish external migration statistics (immigration, emigration, gain and loss of citizenship).

It is necessary to define a Memorandum of Understanding with competent bodies and institution for monitoring migrations, which would lay down all the necessary activities to be carried out relative to the implementation of a survey on external migrations, as well as to improve the national legislation with international regulations.

Annual periodicity. 

	2. Labour market
	
	
	

	1) Employment and unemployment 
	
	
	

	- Labour force

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 

	
	Socio-demographic population characteristics; population of working age by labour, demographic and educational characteristics; for employees: characteristics of the main and additional job, employment situation, hours worked, working hours, activity, occupation, working place, year of service, type of work, etc.; informal employment by sex, educational structure and age group; for unemployment: previous professional experience, lenght and method of seeking work and type of work sought; for inactive population: previous professional experience and status; activity, employment and unemployment rates.

In ther forthcoming period planned is to continuously carry out the Labour Force Survey.

Quarterly and annual periodicity.

	- Employment according to administrative sources

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	National Health Insurance Fund, Pension and Disability Insurance Fund, and Central Registry of Compulsory Social Insurance 
	Number of formally employed persons – total and by activity, sex and municipality.

Planned is to use the database of the Central Register of Compulsory Social Insurance for the purpose of monitoring registered employment, as well as assessing the possibility to provide data on the number of employed persons with disabilities from the mentioned databases.

Monthly and semi-annual periodicity. 

	- Unemployment according to administrative sources

	National Employment Service
	
	Registered unemployed persons by sex, age, educational level, occupation, field of work, municipality of residence and length of seeking work.

Monthly periodicity.

	- Vacancies
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 

and National Employment Service
	
	Planned is to implement a new sample-based survey of selected enterprises in order to provide data on the number of job vacancies by activity and occupation group.

Quarterly periodicity.

	2) Wages and salaries and labour costs
	
	
	

	- Labour costs

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 


	
	Amount and distribution of direct labour costs (wages contributions, insurance premiums, compensations of employees, work health and safety costs, vocational training costs, etc.).

Four-year periodicity (for 2016 and 2020).

	- Labour cost indices
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Pension and Disability Insurance Fund, and National Employment Service
	Labour cost index.

Quarterly periodicity

	- Wages and salaries

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia

	Ministry of Finance – Tax Administration and Central Registry for Compulsory Social Insurance 
	Average gross wages and salaries and average net wages and salaries per employee and hour worked, number of employees by amount of average gross wages and salaries and educational level. 

Monthly and semi-annual periodicity.

	- Earnings structure

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia

	Central Registry of Compulsory Social Insurance and Ministry of Finance – Tax Administration 
	Planned is the implementation of a survey on earnings structure of wages and salaries, on a sample of employees, in order to provide data on wages and salaries by sex, age, occupation, years of service, educational level, type of employment relationship and working hours, on the number of paid hours, as well as to calculate the pay gap between women and men. 

Four-year periodicity (for 2018).

	3) Time use 

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia

	
	Planned is the following: carrying out of the survey, data processing and calculation of indicators with data on time use by sex, age, employment, labour status, education, type of settlement, life cycle, etc.
Five-year periodicity.

	3. Education and lifelong learning
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 


	Ministry of Education, Science and Technological Development 
	Data on pre-school, primary and secondary education, higher education institutions, and post-graduate studies; share of selected age groups in corresponding educational level; distribution of pupils and students by educational level; data on enrolment, completion of selected educational levels, and continuation of education and rate of drop-offs by educational level; data on inclusive education in regular primary schools; employees by occupation; data on teaching staff by educational level, title, type of employment relationship and working hours; data on pupils’ and students’ living standard. 

Planned is the following: carrying out of the survey on lifelong vocational training for acquiring the first qualifications and retraining and qualification upgrading, adult education, as well as the provision of data on expenditures for education of selected categories of population.

Annual periodicity.

	- Adult education (AES) 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	
	Planned is the following: carrying out of the Adult Education Survey, data processing and calculation of indicators with data on adult inclusion (population aged from 18 tо 64) in the education system (formal, informal), by sex, age, employment, labour status, education.

Five-year periodicity.

	- Vocational training u business entities (CVTS)
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	
	Planned is the following: carrying out of the survey, data processing, calculation of indicators with data on inclusion in lifelong learning, training and continuous vocational training in enterprises. 

Five-annual periodicity.

	4. Culture
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 


	National Library of Serbia, Archives of Serbia, National Museum Belgrade, Yugoslav Film Archives and Institute for Cultural Development Studies
	Data on culture and mass media – cinemas, theatres, radio and TV stations, professional philharmonic and symphonic orchestras, libraries, publishing activity, museums, archives and up-dating of the Registry of Cultural Monuments.

Annual periodicity.

	5. Health and safety
	
	
	

	1) Public safety 


	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia, Institute of Public Health of Serbia and Environmental Protection Agency

	Health institutions, social work institutions, National Health Insurance Fund and Fund for Social Insurance of Military Insurants
	Data on causes of deaths in vital statistics according to the International Classification of Diseases.

Data on statistics of health care: health institutions, beds, equipment, premises, staff, graduated health staff, immunisation, sreeining programmes, discharged patients, hospitalisation days, diagnosed diseases, conditions and injuries, diagnostic examinations, medical interventions/procedures, births, miscarriages, transplants and health care quality.

Data on expenditures for health care: National Health Account (expenditures for public health by care functions, health care providers and financing sources, health expenditures by activities, health care providers and financing sources).
Data on health status of individuals, health determinants and use of health care: national health survey of individuals in line with the European Health Survey (EHIS).
Production of a database of national health indicators.
Data on environmental status (air, water, soil) and food security, sanitary security of consumer goods and drinking water.
Planned is the following: calculation of standardized mortality rates and introduction of new indicators in line with current requirements and obligations towards international institutions (WHO, Eurostat, et.). 

Annual and five-year periodicity. 

	2) Safety and health at work
	National Health Insurance Fund and Ministry of Labour, Employment, Veterans’ and Social Policy 
	
	Data on safety and health at work; professional injuries; accidents to and from work, etc. 

Annual periodicity.

	3) Data on insurants covered by the compulsory health insurance 
	National Health Insurance Fund 
	
	Data on insurants by activities, insurance basis, demographic characteristics and types of health care; data on incapacity to work and nature of diseases by sex, main causes and basis for obtaining sick leave allowance; data on health insurance expenditures and health insurance expenditures for certain categories of insurants, etc.
Периодика индикатора је полугодишња и годишња.

	6. Distribution of income and living conditions 
	
	
	

	1) Household consumption

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	
	Data on income and expenses of households, i.e. on main elements of individual consumption and living conditions (housing conditions, availability of durable consumer goods, etc.), as well as data on demographic, economic and social characteristics of households. 

Quarterly and annual periodicity.

	2) Income and living conditions 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	
	Data on poverty, income and living conditions, employment, public health, demographic characteristics, education and social exclusion. 
Annual periodicity.

	7. Social protection
	
	
	

	1) Social protection statistics

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Ministry of Labour, Employment, Veterans’ and social Policy, and Institute for Social Protection
	Data on types of institutions and beneficiaries of social welfare by sex and age, educational level and labour status, reasons of institutionalization and reasons of end of institutionalization, structure of employees, as well as data on services, rights and measures of social protection by main beneficiaries’ characteristics. 
Annual periodicity.

	2) Pension and disability insurance statistics
	Pension and Disability Insurance Fund
	
	Data pension beneficiaries by type of pension, average pension, years of service, sex and age, etc. 

Monthly, semi-annual and annual periodicity.

	3) Social protection statistics (ESSPROS)
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Ministry of Labour, Employment, Veterans’ and Social Policy, Ministry of Finance, Pension and Disability Insurance Fund, National Health Insurance Fund, and National Employment Service 
	Quantitative and qualitative data on revenues and expenditures in social protections (ESSPROS) and data on the number of beneficiaries of pension by type of pensions and sex (module on pension beneficiaries. 

In the forthcoming period planned is the following: implementation of the module on net benefits in the scope of social protection in line with the Eurostat methodology ESSPROS.

Annual periodicity.

	8. Сrime and justice statistics
	
	
	

	1) Perpetrators of criminal offences, economic offences and survey on economic disputes
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 


	Basic and higher prosecutor’s offices, basic, higher and commercial courts
	Data on reported adult and minor perpetrators of criminal offences; accused and convicted adult and minor perpetrators of criminal offences, and on reported and convicted legal and responsible persons perpetrators of economic offences, economic disputes resolved by decree absolute. 

Annual periodicity.

	2) Сrime statistics
	Мinistry of Interior, Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic, Ministry of Justice – Administration of Implementation of Penal Misdemeanours, Ministry of Finance – Administration for the Prevention of Money Laundry and Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	
	Take over of data on reported criminal offences for the provision of indicators that Eurostat need to define in this statistical field.
Annual periodicity.
Take over data on crime in order to provide indicators for Eurotat and UNODOC questionnaire. 


	3) Justice administration statistics

	Ministry of Justice and Public Prosecutor’s Office of the Republic 
	
	Data on the number of courts, prosecutor’s offices, judges, public prosecutors-deputies, population in prisons; number of employees in all courts and prosecutor’s offices, number of employees performing an occupation related to justice, data on the prevention of money laundry, etc.
Data on the number of courts, judges, public prosecutors’ offices and their deputies, judges, public prosecutors and their deputies; data on the number of employees performing an occupation related to justice. Number of files in courts and public prosecutor’s offices, as well as data on legal and physical persons penalized.
Annual periodicity.

	4) Victims crime survey
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	
	Planned is the following: carrying out of the Victims Crime Survey in order to provide data on victims of general crimes and on violence.

	9. Gender statistics
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Institute of Public Health of Serbia, Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Health, National Employment Service
	Data from the field of population, health, socio-economic and education statistics, crime statistics, etc. presented by sex. 

Three-annual periodicity


	10. Election statistics
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Republic Electorial Commission, and Municipal Electorial Commission, i.e. City Electorial Commission
	Data on election results for members of the National Assembly and President of the Republic, as well as on election results for members of assemblies of local-authorities (municipalities and towns) and mayors. 

Four-year periodicity or following announcement of elections.

	11. Youth and sports statistics

	Ministry of Youth and Sports

	Institute of Sports and Sports Medicine of the Republic of Serbia
	Planned is the following: provision of data on sports achievements, sports institutions and associations, facilities destined for sports events, national coaching centres, etc.
Planned is the following: provision of data on youth from the field of population, health, socio-economic and education statistics, presented by age.

Annual periodicity. 

	AGRICULTURE, ENVIRONMENTAL, GEOGRAPHIC AREAS AND OTHER SECTORS STATISTICS

	1. Agriculture statistics
	
	
	

	1) Plant production statistics

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Мinistry of Agriculture and the Environment

	Data on sown areas in spring sowing, harvested areas and yields of vegetables, fruit and grapes. Estimates of expected yields of major crops, fruit and vineyards. 

Planned is the following: further carrying out of regular sample-based surveys of plant/crop production statistics; carrying out of the survey on vineyards in cooperation with the Ministry of Agriculture and the Environment and use of administrative data sources related to areas occupied by vineyards and wine production.

Monthly, annual and pluriannual periodicity. 

	2) Livestock, meat and eggs statistics

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Ministry of Agriculture and Environment

	Data on the number of livestock, by species and categories; livestock slaughter in slaughtering houses; production of meat, eggs, wool and honey and chickens sale. 

Planned is the following: further carrying out of regular statistical surveys of livestock statistics, GDP projection - by species of livestock, use of administrative data sources for obtaining data on eggs incubation and incubators’ structure.

Monthly, semi-annual and annual periodicity.

	3) Milk and milk products statistics
	Мinistry of Agriculture and Environment and Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia

	
	Milked milk by varieties of milk, use of milk on farms, production of milk products, milk input for obtaining milk products, protein and fat content in milk and milk products, structure of dairies and purchase stations by purchased volume of milk, structure of dairies by selected varieties of milk products. 
Planned is the following: further carrying out of regular livestock statistics surveys and use of administrative data sources for obtaining statistical data on input of raw milk and milk products thereof produced in dairies.
Monthly, annual and three-annual periodicity.

	2. Agricultural structure
	
	
	

	1) Farm structure
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	
	Area of utilised agricultural land by categories of use, number of livestock by species and categories, labour force and other gainful activities of the holding, support to rural development, use of fertilizers, tillage and maintenance of land. 

Planned is the following: preparation of organisational and methodological tools, organisation and carrying out of the survey, processing, dissemination and analysis of the results.

Three-annual statistics.

	2) Statistical Farm Register 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Мinistry of Agriculture and Environment
	Setting up a functional Statistical Farm Register.

Planned is the following: further cooperation with the Ministry of Agriculture and Environment on the harmonization of definitions and quality improvement of administrative data sources for the validation of data collected via statistical surveys and for use of the sources for the production of statistical data.

	3) Setting up the спостављање FADN system – Farm Accountancy Data Network
	Ministry of Agriculture and Environment 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Collection of accountancy data necessary for annual establishment of revenues and expenditures on agricultural holdings; production of the classification of agricultural holdings by type of agricultural production and category of economic size and drafting the plan for the selection of agricultural holdings on annual level.

	3. Agricultural accounts and prices
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Мinistry of Agriculture and Environment
	Planned activities: 

Economic accounts for agriculture (ЕАА) – production of the first and second estimation of real revenues and annual economic accounts for agriculture; 

Input of labour force in agriculture – production of the first and second estimation and annual data for paid and unpaid labour force in agriculture, expressed in the annual work unit (АWU);

Introduction of regional economic accounts for agriculture (RЕАА) – annual data on NSTJ 2 level;

Statistical value units of agricultural products (UVS) – annual;

Projection of agricultural price indices - annual;

Calculation of agricultural price indices – quarterly and annual;

Absolute prices of agricultural products and intermediate goods and capital goods – quarterly and annnual, and
Prices of land and fees, i.e. annual data on prices and fees for selected categories of agricultural land.

Quarterly and annual periodicity.

	4. Forestry statistics
	Мinistry of Agriculture and Environment and Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	
	Raising, tending and exploitation of forests, plantations and intensive crops, economic indicators, hunting, damages to forests, etc.
Planned activities: provision of data on current volume yield by species of trees and stands structure, use of administration sources and data quality improvement.

Annual periodicity.

	5. Fishing statistics

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Мinistry of Agriculture and Environment

	Quantity of caught fish by species, fish stocking, number of fishermen, fishpond capacity, production of consumer fish and young fish in fishponds, floating means and equipment of fishponds. 
Planned activities: further carrying out of regular surveys, quality improvement of the coverage of fishponds and validation of obtained data. 

Annual periodicity.

	6. Agro-ecology statistics

	Мinistry of Agriculture and Environment

	
	Planned activities: use of administrative sources for obtaining data on annual quantities of pesticides marketed, as well as of data on annual pesticides applied and on land areas treated with each substance in the selected reference year. 

Annual and five-year periodicity

	7. Organic statistics
	Мinistry of Agriculture and Environment

	
	Data on the number of persons engaged in organic production, areas and production of organic crops and organic livestock breeding.
Planned is to use administrative data sources. 
Annual periodicity.

	8. Environment statistics 
	
	
	

	1) Waste and chemical materials statistics
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia, Мinistry of Agriculture and Environment and Agency for Environmental Protection
	Мinsitry of Health and Institute of Public Health of Serbia
	Data on waste management in line with the Regulation concerning waste and municipal waste statistics; data on the consumption, production and exports/imports of chemical substances, by toxicity classes and CA sections. 

Planned is to complete the database according to international standards and regulations. 

Annual periodicity.

	2) Water, air and climate changes statistics 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia, Мinistry of Agriculture and Environment and Agency for Environmental Protection
	
	Data on abstracted and used quantities of waters for the needs of public water supplies, industry and agriculture, hydroenergy, fishing, etc.; discharged and treated wate waters; agricultural land areas being irrigated, etc., as well as data for the calculation of air pollution emissions, according to the Convention of Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution (CLRTAP) and data for fulfillement of requirements from the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC). 
Planned is the following: harmonization of water-related statistical surveys with the changes in the Eurostat methodology (OECD/Eurostat questionnaire on land waters), as well as provision of sustainable development indicators.

Annual periodicity.

	9. Energy
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia and Ministry of Mining and Energy 
	
	Annual energy balances for electricity and heat energy, coal and produced gases, petroleum and petroleum derivates, natural gas, geothermal energy, biogas and wood fuels.

Planned is the following: provision of structural data concerning the generation of electricity; provision of data on gas storage capacities and provision of data for monthly reporting to Eurosat. 

Annual periodicity.
Monthly periodicity is planned to be introduced.

	10. Transport 
	
	
	

	1) Моbility of passengers in road transport
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia

	
	Planned is to implement the survey in order to provide data on passengers’ mobility by type of passengers’ transport means, type of journey, journey frequency, average distance and journey season.

Three-annual periodicity.

	2) Goods carriage in road transport

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia

	Мinistry of Interior and Ministry of Finance – Tax Administration
	Data on goods carried, traveled kilometers of transport means, consumption of fuel, entries, exits and transit of goods motor vehicles and trailers in road transport, etc. 

Planned is to introduce the indicator of road transport for own-account, goods carried in domestic and international transport, types of goods according to the international classification (NST-2007), packaging, type of hazardous goods (ADR) and region of loading and unloading of goods. 

Quarterly and annual periodicity.

	3) Railway transport

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia

	
	Data on passengers’ and goods’ transport, transport safety, railway infrastructure, business entities engaged in an activity in railway transport and railway lines network. 

Planned is the introduction of the indicators of train traffic by railway lines sections; breakdown of containers by size, and intermodal transport.

Quarterly and annual periodicity.

	4) Inland waterways transport 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	Ministry of Construction, Transport and Infrastructure – Authority for the determination of the seaworthiness and port captaincies
	Data on goods, vessels, countries of loading and unloading, flag, goods transport in containers, types of goods, etc.
Planned is the introduction of indicators of transport of unladen vessels.

Quarterly and annual periodicity.

	5) Air transport 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia

	
	Data on passengers and goods carried, traveled kilometers for airplanes on a flight stage, available passengers’ seats, length of runaways, airport capacity, equipment for airplane maintenance, etc. 

Quarterly and annual periodicity. 

	6) Transshipment 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia

	
	Data on transshipped and handled tons, consumption of electricity and fuels, transshipment by mode of handling, container transshipment, etc.
Quarterly and annual periodicity. 

	7) Traffic safety 


	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	Мinistry of Interior
	Data on traffic accidents and casualties, causes, circumstances and persons involved. 
Quarterly and annual periodicity.

	8) Registered vehicles
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	Ministry of Interior
	Data on new registrations and total registration of motor vehicles and trailers in road transport by type of vehicles, year of manufacture, and make. Registered motor vehicles and trailers in road transport by year of manufacture, load capacity, power, cylinder capacity, makes, type of fuels and municipality of vehicle registration.

Quarterly and annual periodicity.

	
	
	
	

	9) Measurement of traffic on international (E( roads
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	
	Number, type and volume of motor vehicle traffic according to the EU classification.

Five-year periodicity.

	10) Postal services
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 


	
	Data on postal services: number of letter mails and referrals in conventional electronic form, as well as parcels. Number of units of the postal network and sorting centres, volume of received, transferred and handed letter mails, number of vehicles for letter mails and generated income. 

Planned is the following: monitoring of courrier services.

Quarterly and annual periodicity.

	11) Telecommunication services
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 


	
	Data on telecommunication services: indicators of operators and telecommunication network, number of Internet providers, employees, financial turnover by modalities, physical volume of telecommunication traffic by modalities and data on infrastructure. 

Planned is the following: monitoring the operations of operators in fixed telephone lines via the Internet. 
Quarterly and annual periodicity.

	11. Regional statistics
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia, Мinistry of Economy, National Agency for Regional Development, Ministry of Agriculture and Environment, Agency for Environmental Protection and Institute of Public Health of Serbia 


	
	Planned is the following: development of regional statistics according to the Nomenclature of Statistical Territorial Units that, based on defined criteria, has three hierarchical level of statistical regionalization, i.e. division of state territory.

Indicators on regional level will be provided in the following areas: regional accounts (macroeconomic indicators on regional level); regional labour market statistics (average wages and salaries and number of employees); regional agricultural statistics (land use, farm structure, agricultural accounts and prices, crop production, livestock production, agro-industrial production, etc.; regional business statistics (indicators for local units – number of local units, wages and salaries, amount of available income per person, investments in material goods and structure of employees by CA sections); transport statistics (road network density, number of registered motor vehicles and trailers in road transport, etc.); regional environment statistics (quantities of abstracted, used, discharged and treated water; generation and treatment of municipal waste), science and technology statistics (data on legal entities engaged in R&D); tourism statistics on regional level (data on accommodation capacities and on arrivals and overnights of domestic and foreign tourists by types of tourist resorts and tourist locations); health statistics (organization and work of health service, health system resources, diseases and health-related behavior of individuals and related to environment, etc.); education statistics (data on kindergartens, primary and secondary schools, higher education institutions, etc.) and regional demography and migration statistics (data on live-births, deaths and migrations on the levels of municipalities and settlements). 

Monthly, quarterly, semi-annual and annual periodicity.

	12. Geographic information system
	
	
	

	1) National infrastructure of spatial data
	Republic Geodetic Authority
	
	National infrastructure of spatial data (NISP) allows access, exchange and use of harmonized spatial data and the services from different sources and levels of authority, from local to national.
The process of setting-up the NISP has a series of activities on the creation of an institutional and technical framework that are performed through the main components, such as: metadata; sets and services of geo-data; network services and technologies; agreements on exchange, access and use of geo-data, as well as coordination, monitoring and reporting mechanisms.

Planned is the following: further NISP implementation of the following activities: complete transposition of the INSPIRE Directive in the national legislation; adoption of NISP for the period 2014-2020; development of the National Geo-site in line with INSPIRE implementation rules; harmonization of thematic datasets according to INSPIRE technical specifications; coordination and creation of conditions for cooperation and spatial data sharing, services, monitoring and reporting about implementation status.

	2) Geographic information system
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	
	Georeference network of spatial units (regions, administrative districts, municipalities, settlements, cadastre municipality, local communities and enumeration areas) are taken over from the Republic Geodetic Authority, which enables graphic presentation of statistical data on different territorial levels. 

Planned is further development of GIS through the cooperation with other NISP entities (take over, sharing, access to new geodatasets via the web service, etc.). 

	3) Register of Territorial Units (RTU)
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia and Republic Geodetic Authority
	
	The register contains alphanumerical data (names, unique identification number, history of changes, etc.) on all spatial units: regions, administrative districts, towns, municipalities, cadastre municipalities, local communities, statistical and enumeration areas. Data are up-dating regularly. Graphical presentation of spatial units is the responsibility of the Republic Geodetic authority.

Planned is field up-dating of enumeration areas for the Pilot Census of Population 2019 (sample) and up-dating of enumeration areas on the whole territory for the Census 2021. 

Planned is the introduction of data on urbanisation level in the Register of Spatial Units in line of the EU classification (DEGURBA). 


IV. REVIEW OF THE MAJOR INFRASTRUCTURE AND DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES THAT CAN BE CLASSIFIED IN CERTAIN AREAS 

	ACTIVITY NAME
	RESPONSIBLE PRODUCER
	СURRENT SITUATION AND PLANNED ACTIVITIES

	1. Legislative framework
	All responsible official statistics producers 
	The Law on Official Statistics, as the main legal document, regulates the statistics, i.e. the production and dissemination of data and information of the official statistics in the Republic of Serbia (definition of official statistics, protection of respondents; fundamental principles; responsible statistics producers; preparation of the five-year statistical programme and annual applicable plans; method of publishing the results of statistical surveys and use of data; method of data collection, processing and storage; responsibility to create statistical registers; requirements for data and information dissemination; data confidentiality and protection of confidential data; cooperation with international statistical organizations, etc.). The Law is harmonised with the fundamental principles and provisions of the international regulation concerning official statistics.

The National Bank of Serbia is the authorised institution that collects, process and analyse data of monetary and balance of payments statistics in the Republic of Serbia, which are processed according to the Law on the National Bank of Serbia and Law on Official Statistics. The Law on the National Bank of Serbia stipulates that the Bank can define the responsibilities of banks, financial organizations and other legal entities to record, collect, process and transmit certain data, and the Law on Official Statistics stipulates that the National Bank of Serbia defines the official statistics standards within its function. 

It is necessary to amend the Law in the forthcoming period in view of a more efficient organization of the official statistics system, as well as in view of the harmonization with the provisions of other laws that regulate the protection of personal data. 

	2. Quality management 
	All responsible official statistics producers
	In the forthcoming period, planned is the continuation of the ongoing activities on the implementation of the quality system which relies on the principles of the Total Quality Management (TQM), principles of the European Code of Statistics Code of Practice, fundamental official statistics practice of the UN and the Declaration on Professional Ethics of the International Statistical Institute. In that sense, the Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia will:

- endeavor to improve the cooperation with all the users of statistical data and services by implementing new forms of communication and mutual information sharing;

- continue to monitor the opinions and satisfaction of the users and meet their requests;

- encourage, in the Office and the whole official statistics system, the initiative and creativity in view of modernization and rationalization of the system;

- continue to monitor employees’ satisfaction and opinions concerning their position in the official statistics system, as well as in the system itself; 

- complete the identification, definition and rationalization of the process of statistical surveys and prepare the basis for the restructuring of the whole system;

- create prerequisites for the implementation of internal audit and self-evaluation;

- carry out continuous education of all the employees in the Office and in the scope of the international cooperation, and
- develop intensive cooperation and experience sharing with the neighboring countries and ECC countries, and will systematically improve the operations and process of the quality system efficiency.
By performing efficiently these activities, the Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia becomes an organization dedicated to quality and its improvement, which creates the conditions for demanding the certification by authorised institutions in charge of a selected quality standard (EFQM, ISO). 

	3. Classifications
	
	

	1) Classification of Activities
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 

	A special law regulates the Classification of Activities, as the general standard serving to classify the activity units of classification. Regulated are: area of CA implementation; method of defining the names, descriptions and codes of activities; classification units, etc. Also, special provisions prescribe the detailed classification and methodology of classification by activities. The Classification of Activities is harmonised with the international classification (NACE Rev. 2). The Classification of Activities is entirely implemented in statistical surveys, i.e. it is used for the collection, analysis, publication and dissemination of official statistical data.
In the event of changes in the international classification, planned is to define the national classification of activities in line with the international standard. 

	2) Classification of Products by activities
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	In the forthcoming period planned is to totally implement the national version of the international classification CPA 2.1. 

	3) Nomenclature of Industrial Products and Services (Prodcom list)
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 


	The nomenclature of industrial products and services for the annual industrial survey is harmonised every year with the changes in theProdcom List. 

	4) Classification of Types of Constructions 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Applied is the Classification of Types of Constructions which is harmonised with the Classification of Constructions of the European Union. 

	5) Classifications of international trade statistics 
	
	

	- Combine Nomenclature – Customs Tariff (CT)
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia and Ministry of Finance – Customs Administration 


	Applied is the Customs Tariff which is harmonised with the EU Combined Nomenclature. 

Planned is the harmonization of the Customs Tariff with the Combined Nomenclature for every year and the correspondence in CT from the current year with the CT version which was valid in the previous year, and reprocessing for previous year according to the new CT; CT implementation for the current year and its correspondence (linking) with other classifications in the statistical system, etc. 

	- Standard International Trade Classification (SITC)
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Applied is SITC rev. 4 from 1st January 2010 based on the recommendations of the UN Statistical Bureau.

Planned is the publication of all levels of the Nomenclature of International Trade Statistics, rev. 4 with corresponding descriptions.

	Harmonised Commodity Description and Coding System (HS)
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Applied is the Harmonised Commoditiy Description and Coding System which is harmonised with the Harmonised Commodity Description and Coding System – version HS 2012.

Planned is the implementation of a new Harmonised Commodity Description and Coding System – version HS 2017.

	- Classification by Broad Economic Categories (BEC)
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Applied is the Classification by Broad Economic Categories BEC rev. 4, harmonised with the UN Classification by Broad Economic Categories which is necessary for the harmonization in the System of National Accounts. 

	- Central Product Classification of the UN (CPC)
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Planned is the implementation of CPC for the needs of national accounts and economic analysis. 

	- Geonomenclature 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Applied is the Geonomenclature 2010 with all the amendments with 2013 included. 

Planned are modifications in line with the international standard.

	6) Standard Goods Classification for Transport Statistics (NST)
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Applied is the Standard Goods Classification for Transport Statistics NST 2007.

In the event of modifications to the international classification, planned is the application of the international standard. 

	7) Classification of Individual Consumption by purpose (COICOP)
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	The Classification of Individual Consumption by purpose is used in the Household Budget Survey, in calculating individual consumption and in price statistics. 

In the forthcoming period, expected is the implementation of the uniform classification in all areas in which it is used. 

	8) Classification of Occupations 


	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	The Classification of Occupation (CO), which is harmonised with the international ISCO-08, contains a systematic and alphabetical list of occupations and is used for coding occupations in statistical surveys.

	9) Classification of Education
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Planned is the definition of codes and name of completed schools by educational level, as well as the adjustment of the International Standard Classification of Education ISCED-2011 to the needs of statistical surveys, respecting new trends in the drafting of the National Framework of Classifications.

	10) Classification of Institutional Sectors
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	The Classification of Institutional Sectors is part of the system of national accounts. It serves to classify institutional units by the functional principle and group them into five institutional sectors of the national economy. 

Full application of this classification in statistics is expected in the forthcoming period. 

	11) Classification of the Functions of Government (COFOG) 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	It is a classification of government sector expenditure by its functions. 

Full application of this classification is expected in the forthcoming period, in co-operation with the Ministry of Finance. 

	12) Nomenclature of Statistical Territorial Units (NSTJ)
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Statistical functional territorial units (three hierarchical levels: NSTJ 1, NSTJ 2 and NSTJ 3) are defined in accordance with the EU criteria (NUTS classification).

	13) International Fields of Science Classification (FOS)
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	The International classification of fields of science is used in R&D statistics and has six groups in which science is classified.

	14) International Classification of Socio-economic Objectives (NABS)
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	The International Classification of Socio-economic Objectives (OECD) is used in budget appropriations and outlays for R&D activity (GBAORD). 

	4. Registers
	
	

	1) Statistical Business Register (SBR)

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	A set of statistical and legal units serving as the main framework for conducting statistical surveys in business statistics. 

Planned are the following activities: end of the system of maintaining the register; setting-up a register as the main source for the selection of statistical units for all business and other statistics; introduction of new administrative sources and setting-up cooperation with all administrative sources based on a protocol of cooperation; further development of the register Group of Enterprises and introduction in EuroGroup Register; development of a structural analysis of large and complex systems; redesign of the Statistical Business Register based on the new EU regulation concerning statistical units; implementation of the quality management system; carrying out of surveys of local units; implementation of a survey on SBR quality; intensification of the cooperation in the Office between SBR and subject-matter statistics relying on SBR; creation of prerequisites for the introduction of a coordinated sample in order to reduce the burden on respondents; gradual introduction of European Statistical Registers, etc.

	2) Register of Protected Natural Resources
	Мinistry of Agriculture and Environment and Institute for Nature Conservation of Serbia 
	Data on protected natural resources (protected areas, protected species and movable protected natural documents). The list of protected areas, name of the act protecting the species, list of protected natural documents, list of areas under previous protection, areas of protected resources by protection categories and by culture (forest, barren land, etc.), as well as data on the international protection of natural resources.

The register contains the name of the protected area, type of the protected area, international category of the protected area, central coordinate point of the protected area, short description of the protected area, list of cadastre lots by protection systems, data on ownership and manager, physical and legal modifications to the protection area, number and date of the act protecting a protected area and date on cessation of the protection. 

	3) Register of Sport Facilities and Organisations
	Мinistry of Youth and Sports 
	Up-dating and complementing the register of sports facilities and organisations.

	5. Databases
	
	

	1) DevInfo database 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia, Institute of Public Health of Serbia, Ministry of Finance, National Employment Service, National Bank of Serbia, Institute of Social Protection, Ministry of Labour, Employment, Veterans’ and Social Policy, Pension and Disability Insurance Fund, Institute for Nature Conservation of Serbia and Business Registers Agency
	DevInfo is a set of databases being used for monitoring the achievement of the Millenium Development Goals, National Milleniym Development Goals, indicator of social inclusion and poverty reduction, National Action Plan for Children, National Strategy for the Youth, policy of gender equality, etc. 

DevInfo is a software tool that allows efficient organization, storage, view and presentation of data and indicators on national and local levels. The databse contains detailed information on the time period, geographical areas, units of measurement, subpopulations and data sources, as well as metadata and indicators. It is also used for monitoring sustainable development.
In order to improve the availability and use of data up to the municipal level, municipal databases DevInfo and Natural Increase and Profiles of Population, have been created serving to obtain data for every municipality in the Republic of Serbia. Databases, profiles and galleries of indicators are up-dated twice a year, in April and October, and are available on the website of the Statistical Officeo of the Republic of Serbia.

Planned is to switch to the new version of the software DevInfo 7.0, modernisation of the Internet site and profile, as well as the monitoring and use of modern technoologies in view of a simpler and more efficient use of statistical data.



	2) Databases in sports statistics
	Мinistry of Youth and Sports and Institute for Sports 
	Database on the categorization of sportsmen/sportswomen, sports and sports specialists; sportsmen with scholarships; sportsmen holder of national decorations, as well as international and national sports achievements and results, and on the national address sports book, etc.

	6. IТ infrastructure 
	
	

	1) Coordination and management
	All responsible official statistics producers 
	Planned is to define a standard and to improve the ICT software system in view of developing and maintaining software for statistical surveys and administrative operations (metadata driven system with a uniform access to data for up-date, entry and tabulation, software for database administration, etc.). As it is one the main priorities of further ICT development, completely developed in the Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia, which is the basis for the metabase of structural data, and the use modern technologies (Open Data, Big Data, Data mining, etc.).

	2) Services connected to administrative applications 
	All responsible official statistics producers 
	Planned is to define standard procedures for overtaking data from selected administrative sources, creating a database and developing applications for the use of data so they are easily accessed to services.

	3) Technology of information and electronic collaborative systems 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Planned is to improve ICT infrastructure of the Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia under the IPA project, as well as to procure equipment, to consolidate ICT solutions and to implement the solutions for ICT infrastructure. 

	4) System for data exchange
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Planned is to implement a standard in data exchange, both internal and towards other organizations, in lined with the recommended standards of the International Initiative for the Development and application of more efficient methods for exchanging statistical data and metadata (SDMX intiative). To that end, it is necessary to define the technical specifications and solutions and secure a uniform method of communication, both between applications in the Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia and communication with information systems of other government bodies. Planned is further standardization of operations and transactions with continuous servicing services for clients, as well as the development of web-service to provide customized services to business entities.

	5) Systems for data collection and major data transmission
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Planned is to implement a system for electronic collection and transmission of reports and data. It is also planned to use the data from administrative sources, by conventional and modern methods (Big Data, etc.). 

	7. Sampling methodology
	
	

	1) Sample allocation and selection
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	Definition of a standard and improvement of the methods securing optimal sample allocation. Gradual introduction of small unit rotation in order to ensure the coordination of repeated and different surveys and reduce the burden on respondents. Creation of a database on sampling units.

	2) Estimation of parameters and sampling errors 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	Planned is ampler use of the calibration procedure, along with quality improvement of SBR; development and application of methods for small domain parameters estimation; provision of error estimation for key parameters and indicators of sample-based surveys and testing the use of error modeling. 

	3) Development activities in sample methodology through international cooperation and software support upgrade
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	Planned is to improve, through international cooperation and monitoring of EU regulations, the use of statistical methodology in surveys as well as the software support for sampling frame, sample allocation, parameter estimation, etc.

	8. Analysis of time series
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Statistical analysis and seasonal adjustment of time series with the use of mathematical, statistical structural models and standardization or the procedure for the use of the model in accordance with international standards.

	9. Information and dissemination
	All responsible official statistics producers
	Development of a dissemination policy towards timely satisfaction of users’ needs for quality statistical data, i.e. so that those data are adjusted to their needs and requirements. In the forthcoming period, by increasing data accessibility and quality, it is planned to improve the recognition of official statistics as the main source of reliable and timely data. Also, it is necessary to: improve the communication between the users and official statistics in order to satisfy users’ needs; apply new information technologies (Open Data, etc.) in the process of data dissemination; improve the infrastructure for accessing data so that their confidentiality is secured; increase the offer of publicly available data for different users’ needs; build the cooperation with domestic and foreign data users to better identify their needs; increase the offer of microdata for R&D institutions in accordance with the Procedure to allow access to personal data without the identificator for R&D purposes and in line with the requirements defined in the scope of the European Statistical System, and raise the awareness of the users about the possibilities and restrictions of official statistics.

	10. International Statistical Cooperation
	All responsible official statistics producers
	Provision of available data to the most important international organizations (Eurostat, Bank of International Settlements, European Central Bank, UN, IMF, World Bank, etc.) and involvement in the activities of international working groups and conferences, especially at meetings of working groups in Eurostat. Use of IPA and other international funds. 

The planned activities should lead to the harmonization with the European Statistical System (ESS), i.e. to the work on standards, classifications and methodologies harmonization in view of obtaining internationally comparable indicators, as well as to the inclusion in the international statistical cooperation of all responsible official statistics producers. 

	11. Data security and statistical confidentiality
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	Official statistics secures complete protection of the rights of respondents and statistical units. The principal of confidentiality covers the protection of data that refer to an individual statistical unit, thus individual statistical data may be used only for statistical purposes. The Law on Official Statistics binds respondible statistics producers to remove, after having processed collected data, the identificators of reporting and statistical units. The questionnaires and other documents that contain individual data obtained through statistical surveys should be destroyed after the entry, coding and processing of data in line with valid regulations. Daa collected, processed and stored for statistical purposes are confidential when a physical or legal person can directly or indirectly identify by name, address or identification number. Confidential data cannot be used to determine the rights and to create an obligation to the reporting unit. Responsible statistics producers can provide to R&D institutions, upon written request, individual data without the identificator, but they are bound to keep records about such users, as well as about the end use of the transmitted data. The protection of confidential data is secured by restricting the access to confidential data because the latter is restricted to persons that produce official statistical data in the scope of their duties to the extent those data are necessary for the production of official statistics. Responsible official statistics producers should take any prescribed administrative, technical and organizational measures to protect confidential data against illegal access, disclosure or use. 


V. RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL STATISTICS PRODUCERS 
The Law on Official Statistics, Article 6, prescribes that the following entities fall into the official statistics system of the Republic of Serbia cover as responsible official statistics producers: Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia, National Bank of Serbia, City Administration of the city of Belgrade – for the territory of the city of Belgrade, and other responsible official statistics producers cited in the five-year statistical programme. 

The official statistics programme for the period from 2016 to 2020 reads concretely that the Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia is in charge of most of the surveys from the real sector and a part of the external sector (exports and imports of goods, etc.), while the National Bank of Serbia is in charge for the financial, monetary sector a for a major part of the external sector.

· T
According to the Law, this programme defines the following entities as also being responsible official statistics producers:

· Мinistry of finance – in charge of government finance statistics;

· Мinistry of Interior –  in charge of a part from transport, crime, asylum seekers and illegal migrations;

· Мinistry of Justice and Republic Public Prosecutor – in charge of part from justice;

· Мinistry of Agriculture and Environmental Protection and Agency for Environmental Protection – in charge of part from agriculture, food security, food balance, forestry and environmental protection;

· Мinistry of Health and Institute of Public Health of Serbia – in charge of public health and human health;

· Ministry of Mining and Energy – in charge of a part from energy statistics;

· Мinistry of Education, Science and Technological Development – in charge of a part of education and lifelong education statistics, as well as of a part of science, technology and innovation statistics;

· Мinistry of Labour, Employment, Veterans’ and Social Policy and Institute of Social Protection – in charge of a part from social protection statistics;

· Мinistry of Youth and Sports and Republic Institute of Sports – in charge of a part from  sports statistics; 

· Мinistry of Economy – defines and calculates a part of the indicators from the field of regional statistics;

· Republic Geodetic Authority – in charge of the national infrastructure of spatial data;

· National Employment Service – in charge of a part from labour market;

· Pension and Disability Insurance Fund – in charge of pension and disability insurance statistics; 

· National Health Insurance Fund – in charge of compulsory health insurance, and safety and health at work statistics; 

· National Library of Serbia – in charge of publishing statistics, and
· Institute for Culture Development Studies – in charge of a part of culture statistics.

VI. EXPECTED PROBLEMS AND CONDITIONS FOR PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION 

Official statistics producers, especially in the passed period, have started intensive activities on harmonisation of major indicators, primarily in the field of national accounts and economic statistics. At this point the changes are being carried out efficiently, but in the forthcoming period full harmonization of official statistics with international standards in the mentioned and all other statistical areas should be performed according to the cited planned activities. 

The development of official statistics in the period to come requires resources and staff as a prerequisite for the production of quality, up-dated and exhaustive data and indicators. 

The National Assembly, Government and competent government bodies shall create, by adopting this Programme, an institutional framework for changes in statistics and adequate measurement of socio-economic phenomena. This implies an active policy for the implementation of legal and other conditions for official statistics functioning. 

The creation of better conditions and setting up of a larger cooperation and coordination with the users and data producers, as well as further building of capacities of all stakeholders in the process of statistics production, use and analysis are one of the essential prerequisite for the implementation of the programme of official statistics planned activities. Also, it is necessary to publicly support statistics as regard respondents, both via propaganda and legislative regulating of judicial protection. 

In the started process of accession to the EU ministries and other government bodies are increasingly required to provide various statistical indicators. Official statistics has to be completely ready to fulfill those requirements because it is the only authority, in relation to international organizations and the public, competent to furnish objective statistical information on socio-economic trends in the Republic of Serbia. However, for official statistics be able to fulfill its role it needs to have modern methodologies and adequate tools for its implementation, recognized and accepted by Eurostat, IMF, OECD and other relevant international organizations and institutions.

The planned strategic activities and tasks are extensive and need to be completed faster than in the neighbouring countries. Also, it is necessary to secure a corresponding environment and infrastructure for the planned changes and activities during five-year programme implementation, i.e. the procedures of adopting annual official statistics plans, as well as adequate investments in material and human resources for the purpose of carrying out new surveys and for new indicators. 
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