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Pursuant to article 18 paragraph 2 of the Law on Official Statistics (“Official Journal of the Republic of Serbia”, No 104/09) and article 8 paragraph 1 of the Law on National Assembly (“Official Journal of the Republic of Serbia”, number 9/10),   

The National Assembly of the Republic of Serbia at its first meeting of the regular session in 2011, held on 31st March 2011 has adopted the

DECISION
ON THE PROGRAM OF OFFICIAL STATISTICS IN THE PERIOD 2011 - 2015
1. The Program of Official Statistics for the period 2011 to 2015 has been adopted, which is annexed to this decision and being its integral part. 

2. The decision shall enter into force eight days following its publication in the “Official Journal of the Republic of Serbia”.

RS number 6
Belgrade, 31st March 2011
National Assembly
Speaker, 

   Slavica Djukic- Dejanovic, PhD
PROGRAM 
OF OFFICIAL STATISTICS IN THE PERIOD 2011 - 2015

I. INTRODUCTION
Activities of the official statistics, pursuant to the Law on Official Statistics (“Official Journal of the Republic of Serbia”, number 104/09), as the legal framework for production and dissemination of official statistics data and organization of the official statistics system in the Republic of Serbia are based on the five-year statistical Program.   
Program of official statistics in the period 2011-2015 aims at complete harmonizing of statistical surveys and indicators with international standards, first of all with EU standards, until the end of the referent period. 
Therefore, this Program, according to the provisions of the Law on official statistics (hereinafter: the Law), contains the Development Strategy of Official Statistics in the Republic of Serbia for the five-year period. Strategy should keep the direction and provide faster development of official statistics towards harmonization of methodologies, standards and good statistical practices with the EU member countries and extended bases for providing the most significant statistical indicators, as well as increased comparability of official statistical data of RS with the statistical data of other European countries.

Besides, this Program also contains the review of expected results of official statistics, by areas, data on their periodicity and level of harmonization with international standards. Recognizing the level of harmonization of official statistics with, first of all, statistical standards of EU and its acquis communitaire, is performed on regular, annual basis, by Eurostat, i.e. by completing the database – Report on level of harmonization of Serbian statistics with European standards (SMIS). This Program separately presents planned activities regarding new indicators, aiming at total harmonization and implementation of international standards in particular fields in which the process has not been done up to now. Moreover, presented are the review of the most important infrastructure and development activities that cannot be classified in particular fields and responsible producers of official statistics, together with the statistical areas they are competent for, as well as an overview of the expected problems and conditions for Program realization.      
II. DEVELOPMENT STRATEGY OF OFFICIAL STATISTICS IN THE REPUBLIC OF SERBIA FOR THE PERIOD OF FIVE YEARS 
1. Official statistics in the Republic of Serbia 
Republic of Serbia is in the process of intensive activities regarding harmonization with standards and practices of the EU. In scope of the process, harmonization of official statistics of the Republic of Serbia with international statistical standards, classifications and methodologies, as well as accepting good statistical practice of other countries aim at providing internationally comparable indicators, i.e. establishing complete harmonization with statistical standards of EU until the end of the referent period of five years.    

Official statistics is the necessary element in the information system of every democratic society for providing data on economic, demographic, social and environment situation. System of official statistics is defined as minimal number of quantitative indicators obtained on the basis of unique methodologies, definitions, classifications and organization of statistical surveys according to the uniform programs and plans. The most significant task of official statistics is to really depict social and economic trends in the country and to provide reliable basis for analysis and decision-making on various levels of the society, from the Government, via business entities up to the interested citizens. Moreover, official statistics is based on the principles defined in the document of ESC UN – Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics, as well as in the document of the EC – European Statistics Code of Practice. The mentioned two documents are used as the ground for principal values of official statistics.    

Recognizing the needs and importance of the official statistics, the Republic of Serbia, supported by the EU, puts significant efforts in adjusting the statistical system to international standards. Development of official statistics is directly connected with the process of accessing the EU, with the criteria of ability regarding the obligations that arise from EU membership (the section that relates to statistics), as well as with monitoring the indicators that refer to satisfying of economic criteria for membership and negotiations in the process of EU accession. Moreover, obligations of official statistics are not only the consequence of EU accession, but also the result of relationship with other international institutions such as UN and its organizations, International Monetary Fund, World Bank, OECD, etc.   
The Law, starting with UN and EU recommendations, determines legal, institutional and program frame for data production and dissemination and organization of the official statistics system. System of official statistics encompasses: Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia, as the main coordinator of the system, National Bank of Serbia, City Administration of Belgrade- for the territory of the city of Belgrade, as well as other responsible producers of official statistics enlisted in five-year statistical Program, such as: Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management, Ministry of Scientific and Technological Development, Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning, Ministry of Mining and Energy, Republic Fund for Pension and Disability Insurance, Republic Institute for Health Insurance, Republic Hydro-meteorological Service, Institute for Public Health of Serbia, National Employment Office, etc. Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia is, according to this Law, main producer and disseminator of the data, responsible expert keeper, organizer and coordinator of the official statistics system and presents official statistics of the Republic of Serbia in international statistical system. Statistical Council of the Republic of Serbia has particular place in the system of official statistics.
2. Mission of the official statistics 
The basic mission of the official statistics comprises collecting, processing, analyzing and publishing the statistical data and information, simultaneously applying the methodological and organizational knowledge, statistical standards and modern technology. Coordination between responsible producers of official statistics and active participation in international statistical cooperation make the published results of official statistics relevant, timely, objective, accessible, internationally comparable and simple for usage.

3. Vision of the official statistics 
System of the official statistics of the Republic of Serbia should have the role of regional leader regarding achieved level of data adjustment to international statistical standards, quality of published statistical data and information and high level of achieved reliability between data providers and users.
4. Strategic objectives 
The main strategic objectives determine priorities, main operating directives and the goals that are to be reached by the official statistics:   
4.1.  Harmonization of the official statistical system in accordance with international standards and practices, first of all with the EU
Principal strategic aim of the system of official statistics refers to faster development and maintenance of the development directions of the official statistics, towards methodologies harmonization, as well as harmonization of standards and good statistical practices of the EU countries, so that overall harmonization can be accomplished until the end of the referent period. Statistical standards involve: standardized definitions (concepts, classifications and nomenclatures) and standardized methodologies and procedures for statistical indicators calculation.
Using standardized definitions and classifications, as well as procedures for obtaining complex statistical indicators, provides the basis for complete data comparability of national statistics and the data of EU member states and for data relevancy and validity regarding EU legal regulations and methodological rules and recommendations. Thus, the requests set to the official statistics by the process of EU accession can be more easily satisfied.  
Besides development of methodology and adoption of new standards, it is necessary to: further develop statistical registers, as the frame for statistical units’ selection, apply sample method on wider level and provide stronger support of administrative data sources. It will enable rationalization of the existing structure and way of statistical surveys’ conducting, since it is the most frequently used source for obtaining statistical data; moreover, it is to decrease the burden of data providers and reduce total costs of certain statistical data. Also, it is necessary to use positive practices of official statistics of EU countries during the process. Other improvements of statistical surveys are connected with modernization of applied IT solutions in data collecting and processing.  
Development of analytical work will be performed in the field of procedures standardization, equalizing level of data processing, monitoring and measuring of results’ quality, reporting models, etc. Principal development sections of official statistical data analysis are: analysis, modeling and seasonal adjustment of time series, macro-economic data analysis and analysis of mutual adjustment of statistical data and information from different sources. Following the EU practices, statistics is to pay particular attention to terminology and technology harmonization regarding definitions and concepts.   

4.2. Improvement of statistical data production, providing high level of results comparability on international level 
Statistical data and information, as final activity results and target product of official statistics, present the basis for comparison with other EU countries. Principal attention is to be moved from statistical surveys, as the means for data providing, to statistical indicators, as the results that are of the utmost interest for data users.  
Starting points for defining statistical indicators are: report on adjustment level of national statistics to European standards (SMIS), Eurostat Program (Compendium) and National Program for EU Integration, as well as requests from the Questionnaire for accession to the EU, in the field of statistics.   

Referring to the existing statistical indicators, new harmonized methodological solutions will be applied and regarding the new ones, standard European solutions will be implemented, providing mechanism for their creation by conducting the existing and new surveys and using administrative data sources.  
Changes of the statistical system in accordance with the real environment changes demand broader list of the existing statistical data and information and their harmonization. Observed by statistical fields, the priorities of official statistics development are as follows:  
– Demography and social statistics– Census of population, households and dwellings, 2011, external migrations statistics, labor market statistics, education statistics and health care statistics, statistics of social welfare and population standards and gender statistics;
– Macro-economic statistics–  National Accounts (revision of the NA System in accordance with SNA 2008 and corresponding revised version of ESA, accounts of the section of abroad, calculation of GDP on regional level, financial accounts, purchase and usage tables and input-output tables), monetary and financial statistics, statistics of state finances and prices statistics;     

– Business statistics–  Statistical Business Register, short-term business statistics (particularly in the section of services), statistics of commodities (Prodcom), structural business statistics, statistics of energy, transport and tourism, with the emphasis on increased number and quality of financial indicators regarding the business entities; 
– Statistics of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management– Census of Agriculture, 2011, accounts of agriculture, statistics of food safety and statistics of rural development;
– Multi-field statistics– Indicators of sustainable development, indicators of social exclusion and poverty reduction, statistics and accounts of environment, regional indicators, statistics of innovations and ICT statistics.
4.3. Improvement of cooperation and coordination within the system of official statistics of the Republic of Serbia 
Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia is responsible, expert carrier, organizer and coordinator of the official statistics system in the Republic of Serbia. Other responsible producers of official statistics are defined by the Law and five-year statistical Program. 

The role of the Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia refers, besides others, to obtaining requested data and information from all statistical fields, with the aim of creating unique picture of economic and social situation by explaining the set of indicators, together with the related analysis based on standard statistical methods and procedures.
Official statistics should present organized system that, on the basis of Law, long-term development strategy, multi-annual programs and plans of official statistics, as well as other regulations in particular fields, defines the role and concrete obligations of responsible producers of official statistics. Continuous improvement of their direct cooperation is particularly important for establishing coherent and intact system and applying standard classifications and definitions while creating statistical indicators.
It is necessary to intensify training and improvement of the staff, from the field of applied statistics and informatics and, first of all, in order to apply new methodological solutions, international statistical standards and increase analytical capacities and staff improvement for the needs of creating and analyzing various policy influences. Planned training can be organized and conducted on the internal level, in cooperation of the responsible producers of official statistics and competent ministries’ departments, so as to initiate creating network of contact points for the statistical issues, as well as in the scope of international cooperation, particularly in the field of European integrations. Usage of available knowledge should be also intensified, via seminars, trainings, summer schools and also by providing support needed for realization of certain procedures (e.g. sample design of specific surveys, etc.).    
4.4. Strengthening trustworthiness in official statistics via cooperation with data providers and users 
Valuation of statistical production demands from responsible producers of official statistics to continuously work on gaining confidence and develop good relations with main data users and providers, as well as with media representatives.  
Furthermore, it is necessary to provide development and application of quality management and introduce standard report supply on statistical data quality. Satisfying EU standards means providing metadata, together with the mere data, including definitions, classifications, coverage, calculation methods and notes on data quality and possible limitations on data usage. 
Official statistics will strictly conduct individual data protection and discuss it with data providers, so as to decrease the level of their response burden and strengthen their thrust, as it is the condition for improving quality results of official statistics.
Results of the official statistics are timely accessible to all users and on equal conditions. Calendar of publishing of the results and database with results of official statistics are available for the public. Introducing the survey on users and on services that are offered to them by the official statistics will improve the relations with the users and provide information on data dissemination progress.   
5. Infrastructure and development activities 
Infrastructure and development activities involve activities that directly or indirectly support work on statistical indicators creating and researching, as they are the main objective of the official statistics. 
5.1. Legal frame 
Law on official statistics presents basic legal act that regulates the area of official statistics, i.e. data production and dissemination, as well as organization of the system of official statistics in the Republic of Serbia. The Law sets the conditions for: gaining the most important statistical indicators; development of official statistics in direction to methodologies, classifications, nomenclatures and statistical practices harmonization, on the basis of international standards; increased level of comparability of our official statistics with statistics of other countries and other international organizations, promoting the role and significance of official statistics in the whole society. Additionally, the Law regulates activities that are necessary for data preparing, collecting, processing, storage, searching, presenting, analysis and dissemination; such activities are performed by authorized institutions, determined as responsible producers of official statistics. The Law has enabled conditions for preparation and adopting of the regulations that are in accordance with the EU standards and are necessary for establishing the legal frame for functioning of the official statistics.    
5.2. Quality management 
As the responsible expert carrier of the official statistical system, the Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia will create the quality management system which is also to include activities related to increasing official statistics quality in the Republic of Serbia. Introducing quality management will connect all dimensions and participants in the process, having in mind the data users’ needs. Improved quality of the official statistics means continuous increase of users’ satisfaction, engagement and satisfaction of data producers, minimal burden of data providers and realization of the best results in scope of the available resources. Knowing the specific characteristics of the official statistics production, as well as the fact that in the statistical institutions of the European countries, Total Quality Management (TQM) System is available in all counties, the Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia plans to implement the variant of the mentioned model.   
5.3. Classifications 
Harmonization of national classifications with standardized international classifications is the basic determination of official statistics. At the same time, it is a precondition for providing comparable results of the official statistics. The whole set of national statistical classifications are to be accepted or, if already accepted, to be updated according to the changes of referent standards of the so-called International Family of Economic and Social Classifications. The basic classification used in official statistics is the Classification of Activities that is, by the Law on classification of activities, adjusted to international standard (NACE Rev. 2). It also sets the conditions for adjusting the related economic classifications: Classification of Products by Activities (CPA 2008) and Classification of Industrial Commodities (Prodcom). Since the revision of the NA system (SNA-ESA) is currently in progress, changes in the domain of functional classifications in this field are expected and it also means their implementation in official statistics. The most significant among the mentioned classifications is the Classification of Individual Consumption by Purpose (COICOP), used for presenting the data on personal consumption. In the field of social statistics, Classification of Occupations is to be applied and it has been completely harmonized with ISCO-2008 standard; it is to be used in 2011, for the Census of Population, Households and Dwellings.      
5.4. Information and communication technologies 
The statistical system is the huge information system based on using ICT equipment. One cannot separate modern statistics from IT equipment usage. Policy of ICT development should be directed towards further development and database building, as the ground for rational maintenance of statistical production and also for quick and efficient satisfying of users’ requests. The main development direction should be aligned with the concept of Е- Government, provided that special attention should be paid to building databases and corresponding meta-bases as well as to their upgrading for a user-friendly and comprehensive access. Also, it is required to build modern applications for automated data editing with sample-based surveys. Moreover, it is necessary to provide excellent software for quicker and high-quality data analysis. High costs of ICT usage demand constant analysis in order to select the most rational solutions of future concept regarding ICT development. In the scope of the project of international assistance, a feasibility study on a possible change of platform is being conducted, which will also reflect on the strategy of further development of information and communication technologies.    
5.5. Information and dissemination 
Dissemination policy is user-oriented and it should make all data provided in the surveys be published in electronic form, in the real volume, so as to increase availability of the dissemination databases to potential users. The development of data dissemination comprises data publishing, development of public relations, marketing, Web-site development and other forms of data accessibility; it is necessary for the functioning of modern statistics. In the forthcoming period, it is required to further develop dissemination database, to switch to electronic data publications (bilingual – Serbian and English), and to constantly improve the content and its availability on the Website. Users must be offered the complete information on data sources, as well as on the method for data usage. Moreover, the meta-database used in this statistical area is IMF standard - General Data Dissemination System (GDDS).
5.6. European Integrations and International Cooperation 
The process of European integrations of the Republic of Serbia and activities related to development of official statistics aim at providing complete harmonization with European statistical system (ESS) in the forthcoming period, meaning standards, classifications and methodologies harmonization, in order to obtain comparable indicators and involve all responsible producers of official statistics into the process of international statistical cooperation, coordinated by Eurostat.   
International cooperation, i.e. European integrations as its priority, presents the basis for introduction, application and development of international statistical standards with participation of all responsible producers of official statistics. Therefore, particular attention will be paid to statistical cooperation with EU, UN, IMF, WB, OECD, etc. For this purpose, the envisaged programs of international aid to the Republic of Serbia will be used, as defined in scope of National Program for Integration with the European Union (NPI) and Instrument for Pre-accession Assistance (IPA Projects), etc. In scope of bilateral international cooperation, responsible producers of official statistics will cooperate with national statistical institutions of other countries, as well as with other countries from the region. Statistical system will completely respect and apply Fundamental Principles of Official Statistics, determined by the UN, including the Statistical Code of Practice and other EU acquis. 
III. REVIEW OF EXPECTED RESULTS OF OFFICIAL STATISTICS 

	STATISTICAL

AREAS
	RESPONSIBLE PRODUCER
	ADMINISTRATIVE SOURCE
	STATISTICAL INDICATORS, PLANNED ACTIVITIES AND PERIODICITY OF INDICATORS

	DEMOGHRAPHY AND SOCIAL STATISTICS
	
	
	

	1. Population
	
	
	

	1)  Census of Population, Households and Dwellings, 2011 

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	
	Number and territorial distribution of population by demographic, migrational, ethnic, educational and economic features, as well as the data on persons with disabilities; households by type, size, main demographic and economic characteristics of households’ members, income sources and agricultural holding possession, as well as data on family types, number of children in family and main demographic and economic data on mother – wife, i.e. father – husband. Basic data on housing units will be also obtained by Census. The lowest level for providing these data is the level of settlement. Calculating of indicators comprises: total and rates of more enumerated, less enumerated, total disagreement and net coverage of persons, households and dwellings. Calculating of indicator quality response: gross difference rate and simple variance of answers, net difference rate, index of gross change, index of net change, index of inconsistency and average index of inconsistency in case of more than two classes (modalities).  
The following activities are planned in the forthcoming period: preparation of organizational and methodological instruments, organization and conduction of census and quality control; processing and dissemination of the census results, control and establishing of the statistical database of settlements from the census base, results’ analysis, etc.  

	2) Vital statistics

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Authority services that manage the register of births  
Basic courts
	Absolute and relative indicators for births, deaths, marriages and divorces, by demographic, ethnic, educational and economic features; general rates for all vital events, including specific fertility, mortality, nuptiality and divorce rates, detailed mortality tables, abridged approximate mortality and fertility tables and estimation of total population. 

The activities planned for the forthcoming period relate to creating metadata bases. Indicator periodicity is annual.
     

	3) Population projections

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	
	Medium-term population projections based on data from the last population census on the level of Central Serbia and autonomous provinces, in five variants: low, medium, high, the variant of constant mortality and the variant without migrations.
The following activities are planned in the forthcoming period: creation of standard medium-term population projections based on the data from the Census of population, households and dwellings, 2011, as well as projection of active population, i.e. labor force of the Republic of Serbia 2011-2041.

Indicator periodicity: ten-year.     

	4) Internal and external migrations and asylum 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Ministry of the Interior and  Commissariat for refugees 
	Internal migrations: number and territorial distribution of migrants by demographic, ethnic and economic characteristics. 

The activities planned for the forthcoming period relate to establishment of external migrations statistics as a regular annual statistical survey that will be based on the results of 2011 Census of Population, households and dwellings as well as on the data provided by the Commissariat for refugees Indicator periodicity: annual.     

	2. Labor force
	
	
	

	1) Employment and unemployment
	
	
	

	- Labor Force Survey

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	
	Socio-demographic characteristics of population; economically active population by working, demographic and educational characteristics; for employed persons: characteristics of the main and additional job, position in the job, hours of work, working hours, activity, occupation, place of work, length of service, type of ownership, type of work, etc; informal employment by sex, educational structure and age groups; for unemployed persons: previous professional experience, length of service, way of seeking a job and type of job sought, etc; for economically non-active population: previous professional experience and status; activity, employment and unemployment rates.  The activities planned for the forthcoming period relate to conducting the survey in quarterly periodicity and introducing indicators for monitoring changes in labor market: specific sub-sample for evaluating active employment measures and additional modules for measuring specific characteristics of working-age population.   

Indicator periodicity: quarterly, semi-annual and annual.

	- monthly and semi-annual survey on employed by administrative sources

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	Republic Institute for Health Insurance and Republic Fund for Pension and Disability Insurance   
	Number of persons with compulsory insurance, based on employment, total and by sex, economic activities and municipalities.
It is planned to improve usage of database of health and pension insurants for the needs of monitoring registered employment, as well as investigating the possibility of providing the data on number of employed persons with disabilities from the above listed databases. 
Indicator periodicity: monthly and semi-annual.  

	- Unemployed persons based on administrative sources 

	National Employment Service 
	
	Registered unemployed persons by age, sex, level of educational attainment, municipality of residence and length of waiting for a job.
Indicator periodicity: monthly

	- Survey on vacancies 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	
	It is planned to introduce the new survey on the sample of selected enterprises, with the aim of providing the data on number of vacancies by activities and occupation groups.
Indicator periodicity: quarterly 

	2) Earnings and labor costs 
	
	
	

	- Labor Cost Survey

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	
	Amount and structure of direct labor costs, which include the main salary, other personal expenditure and compensations/remunerations, contributions costs debiting the employer, insurance premium costs, reimbursement costs to employees, security and occupational health costs, educational and vocational training costs of employees and subsidies. 
Indicator periodicity: quarterly and annual.

	- monthly and semi-annual survey on earnings

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	Ministry of Finance – Tax Administration

	Average salaries and wages and average tax and contributions deducted salaries and wages per employee, number of employed by average salaries and wages and level of educational attainment. 

It is planned to extend the survey so as to provide indicator on hours of work. 

Indicator periodicity: monthly and semi-annual

	- Structure of earnings 

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	
	It is planned to start the survey on structure of earnings, on the sample of employed, in order to provide data on earnings by sex, age, occupation, length of service, completed school, type of employment and working hours and number of paid hours of work.
Indicator periodicity: four-year 

	3) Time use 

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	
	It is planned to conduct the survey, process the data and calculate the indicators with data on time use by sex, age, employment, length of service, completed school, type of settlement, life cycle, type of household and family, activity, occupation, etc.  
Indicator periodicity: five-year 

	3. Education and life-time education 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia and Ministry of Education 

	
	Data on kindergartens, primary and secondary schools, tertiary education, post-graduate studies, rate of share of certain age groups at corresponding educational levels, distribution of pupils-students by educational levels, enrolment of students and teaching staff; data on pupils’ and students’ standard (institutions, accommodation, loans, scholarships, eating, etc.).
It is planned to conduct the survey on inclusion in regular primary education and on continuous call for prequalification, as well as providing the data on education expenditures and education costs for certain population categories.  

Indicator periodicity: annual

	4. Culture
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	National Library of Serbia (overtaking of data on publishing activity)
	Data on culture and media – theatres, cinemas, radio and TV broadcasting, professional philharmonic and symphony orchestras, libraries, publishing, museums, archives and updating the register of cultural patrimony.

Indicator periodicity: annual, biannual and three-year.

	5. Health and security
	
	
	

	1) Public health 


	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia, Institute for Public Health of the Republic of Serbia and Agency for Environment Protection

	
	Data on deaths and causes of deaths ICD-10.

Data on health institutions and diagnosed diseases, injuries, environmental conditions (air, water, land), health safety of food and items for general use, water, health – related behavior (smoking, alcohol consumption and psycho – active substances consumption, food, etc.). 
Calculation of standardized rates of mortality and introducing new indicators according to the requests and liabilities to international institutions (WTO, Eurostat and other), as well as creating the National Health Indicators database.
Indicator periodicity: annual and five-year   

	2) Health and security at work
	Republic Institute for Health Insurance
	
	Produce data on health and security on work, professional injuries as well as on the accidents on the way to/from work, etc. 
Indicator periodicity: annual

	3) Data on the insured with compulsory health insurance 
	Republic Institute for Health Insurance
	
	Data on the insured by activities, bases of insurance, demographic features and types of health care; data on incapability for work and nature of sickness by sex, main causes and compensations during the sick-leave; data on health insurance costs and expenditures for health care by certain categories of the insured, etc. 
Indicator periodicity: semi-annual and annual

	6. Distribution of income and living conditions
	
	
	

	1) Household Budget Survey

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	
	Data on receipts and expenditure of households in the Republic of Serbia, i.e. on basic elements of personal consumption and living standard (living conditions, durable consumer goods, etc), as well as data on demographic, economic and social characteristics of households.  
Indicator periodicity: quarterly and annual

	2) Statistics of living conditions and income of population  
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	
	Data on poverty, income, living conditions, employment, health, demographic characteristics, education and social exclusion.   

Indicator periodicity: annual

	7. Social welfare
	
	
	

	1) Statistics of social welfare

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia and Ministry of Labor and Social Policy  
	
	Data on institutions, beneficiaries, recipients and expenditures of social welfare. 
Indicator periodicity: annul and biannual

	2) Statistics of pension and disability insurance
	Republic Fund for pension and Disability Insurance
	
	Data on pension beneficiaries by types of pensions, average pension, length of service, age, sex, etc.  
Indicator periodicity: monthly, semi-annual and annual

	8. Crime and judiciary statistics 
	
	
	

	1) Perpetrators of criminal offences, economic violations and survey on economic and administrative actions   


	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	Basic, Higher, Commercial and Magistrates courts and Administrative Court 
	Data on reported adult and minor perpetrators of criminal offences; charged and convicted adult perpetrators of criminal offences and reported, charged and convicted legal and responsible entities, perpetrators of economic violations, terminated by finally-binding court decision, charged and convicted legal entities, perpetrators of criminal offences, physical persons and legal entities, sentenced for offences by terminated finally-binding court decision.
Indicator periodicity: annual

	2) Crime statistics 
	Ministry of the Interior  
	
	Data on reported criminal offences, homicides, homicides in Belgrade, violent criminal offences, banditry, armed robbery, theft of motor vehicles, criminal offences related to narcotics, data on police officers, etc.
Indicator periodicity: annual

	3) Judiciary statistics 

	Ministry of Justice - Penitentiary establishments for execution of sanctions, High Judicial Council and State Prosecutors and Ministry of Finance– Administration of Anti-Money Laundering 
	
	Data on number of courts, prosecutors, judges, public prosecutors – deputies, persons in institutions; data on anti-money laundering, etc. 
Indicator periodicity: annual

	4) Victimology Survey – victims of crime

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	
	It is planned to conduct the survey on victimology, in order to provide data on victims of general crime and violence. 
Indicator periodicity: annual 

	9. Other tasks within demography and social statistics
	
	
	

	1) Gender statistics
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Institute of Public Health of the Republic of Serbia, Ministry of the Interior, Ministry of Health and National Employment Service
	Data on population statistics, health, socio-economic and education statistics, crime statistics, etc, presented by sex. 

Indicator periodicity: three-year


	2) Election statistics
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Republic Election Committee, municipal, city election commission Republic Electoral Board, municipal, i.e. city electoral board
	Data on the results of elections of deputies to the National Assembly and elections for the President of the Republic of Serbia, as well as on the results of elections of board members of local self-government assemblies (municipalities and cities) and presidents of municipalities and mayors. 

Indicator periodicity: four-year or after the elections.

	3) Sports statistics

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia and Ministry of Youth and Sport  


	
	It is planned to conduct the survey in order to provide the data on sport achievements, institutions and associations in the area of sport, facilities for sport competitions and national training centers, as well as the surveys and analysis determined in the Strategy for Sport development in the period 2009-2013.   
Indicator periodicity: annual  

	MACROECONOMIC STATISTICS
	
	
	

	1. Annual Economic Accounts
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	· National Bank of Serbia, Ministry of Finance and Business Register Agency 

	System of related and consistent accounts, for the Republic of Serbia and all defined institutional sectors. Basic macroeconomic aggregates.  Methodological frame consists of internationally accepted standards: System of National Accounts 1993 (SNA93), European System of Accounts 1995 (ESA95), etc. 

In the following period, it is planned to: transfer to calculation at constant prices of the previous year (instead of 2002), introduce GDP calculation (expenditure side) at constant prices and introduce GDP calculation on regional level; database creation and work on tables regarding procurement – use and input-output and revision of the System of National Accounts in compliance with SNA 2008 (and corresponding revised version of ESA).  
Indicator periodicity: annual  

	2. Quarterly national accounts
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	National Bank of Serbia and Ministry of Finance

	GDP calculation by activity sectors of CA and at constant 2002 prices, in the form of seasonally adjusted and unadjusted data.   

In the following period, it is planned to: calculate GDP by activity sectors of CA 2008, both at constant and current prices of the previous year, in the form of seasonally adjusted and unadjusted data; GDP use- expenditure method, at current and constant prices of the previous year, in the form of seasonally adjusted and unadjusted data and revision of the system of NA according to SNA 2008 and calculation of quarterly accounts of the section of Government.

Indicator periodicity: quarterly

	3. Monetary and financial statistics 
- Statistics of public debt
- Structural and short-term monetary and financial indicators 

- Indicators on business activities of enterprises, entrepreneurs and other business entities 

- NBS balances,  balances of other banks and other financial institutions, insurance companies, etc. 
	National Bank of Serbia, Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia and Ministry of Finance – Public Debt Administration 
	
	NBS balances and balances of other monetary and financial institutions and consolidated balance of total banking sector. Financial indicators – interest rates of the banks on deposits and placing, interest rates on securities and state bonds, etc. Creation of the balance of payment and its projections. Data on total external debt of public and private sectors. Financial accounts for the Republic of Serbia and defined institutional sectors. Accounts of other changes in financial and non- financial funds. 
Indicator periodicity: quarterly and annual 

	4. Government finance statistics 
	Ministry of Finance
	
	Government finance statistics includes reports on budget exercise (from all sources) of all entities that are, according to GFS 1986 methodology, classified in general section of the state (Central level of Government – budget of the republic, OCSI, Local level of Government – APV and municipalities and cities, and PE „Putevi Srbije”). Periodicity of reporting on consolidated public income, expenditure and fiscal deficit is monthly.
In the following period, it is planned to transfer to GFS 2001, enabling the conditions for further development of methodology of Government finance statistics, as well as harmonization with EU (ESA 95).  

	5. Prices

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	
	Indices of retail prices, Indices of consumer prices, Indices of catering service prices, prices of agricultural and industrial products’ manufacturers; prices of products in retail trade turnover and purchasing power parities.

In the following period, it is planned to work on: index of manufacturers’ prices in the area of the following service activities-  telecommunications, road transport, computer programming, consultancy and related activities, legal and accounting activities, advertising and market surveys; harmonized consumer price index; index of import prices of industrial products’ manufacturers; factor index of construction prices; providing data on base and non-base price changes and prices of electricity, gas, coal, oil and oil derivatives and heat.   
Indicator periodicity: twice a month, monthly and annual

	6. External trade 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Ministry of Finance –  Customs Administration 
	Data on value and quantity of exported and imported goods, classified by partner countries, Customs tariff products, modes of transport, preferential rates in case of import of goods; types of external trade business, currencies; size of enterprises and their trade characteristics, etc. Unit values of export and import, physical volume of export and import and external trade relations. 

It is planned to introduce indicators by trade characteristics of enterprises and CPA classification and indicator FOB trade balance, due to harmonization with balance of payment methodology.  
Indicator periodicity: monthly and annual 

	BUSINESS STATISTICS
	
	
	

	1. Structural business statistics

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	National Bank of Serbia, Ministry of Finance –Tax Administration and Business Registers Agency
	Number of enterprises, turnover, production value, value added, gross operating surplus, procurement of goods and services, payment for agency workers, costs for employees, earnings, social insurance costs, number of employees, etc.  

It is planned to extend indicator set, including: turnover by CPA classification, data on units of types of activities; calculation of indicators on financial activities and field of business services (indicators by CPA categories and geographic distribution of the country); calculation of indicators from the section of business demography; calculation of indicators for branch offices of foreign companies in the Republic of Serbia and calculation of regional indicators.

Indicator periodicity: annual and multi-annual

	2. Short – term business statistics

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	National Bank of Serbia and Business Registers Agency 
	Set of short-term indicators in the following fields: industry (index of industrial production at the level of the Classification of Activities and MIG classification; turnover and new orders in industry; prices of producers of industrial products; export and import prices, number of employees and gross earnings, etc.);  construction (index of construction production for buildings and other civil engineering, value index of new procurements; building issues for buildings and dwellings, number of employees and gross earnings, etc.); distributive trade (monthly and quarterly turnover indices in retail trade, with/ without VAT, at current and constant prices; turnover by groups of products and turnover in wholesale trade at current prices, etc.) and catering trade (monthly and quarterly turnover indices in catering trade, with/ without VAT, number of employees, etc.) and transport, storage and communications (turnover, number of employees, etc.). Quarterly indices of operating income and expenditure for the section of enterprises’ services.

It is planned to: adjust turnover series in retail trade, seasonally adjusted and adjusted to the number of working days; provide the data on entrepreneurs in retail trade, introduce seasonally adjusted series, provide data on trade capacity; introduce new selling deflator and extend coverage and provide data on catering trade turnover. 

Indicator periodicity: monthly, quarterly and annual 

	3. Indicators on small and medium-sized enterprises and entrepreneurs 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	National Bank of Serbia, Business Registers Agency, Ministry of Economy and Regional Development and Republican Institute for Development
	Set of economic indicators for statistical monitoring of small and medium-size enterprises and entrepreneurs. 
It is planned to provide data on business demography, i.e. formation rates, extinction rates and survival rates of enterprises and entrepreneurs, by sectors, regions and districts.
Indicator periodicity: annual  

	4. Energy
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia and Ministry of Mining and Energy 


	
	Annual energy balances for: electricity, heat, coal and produced gases, oil and oil derivatives, natural gas, geo-thermal energy and firewood.

It is planned to: create energy balances for liquid bio-fuels, biomass, industrial waste, communal waste, solar energy, wind energy and biogas; provide structural data referring to production of electricity and heat, technical characteristics of facilities and capacities for gas storage; provide data on consumption of energy commodities by sectors and groups of users, etc.   
Indicator periodicity: annual  

	5. Transport
	
	
	

	1) Mobility of passengers in road transport
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	
	It is planned to start the survey in order to provide data on passengers’ mobility by type of transport means, type of journey, frequency of journey, average distance and season of journey. 
Indicator periodicity: three-year

	2) Road transport of goods 

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	Ministry of the Interior and Ministry of Finance – Customs Administration  
	Data on transported passengers, goods, traveled kilometers of transport means, fuel consumption, entry, exit and transit of freight motor vehicles and trailers in road transport, etc. 
It is planned to introduce indicators on transport for own purposes in road transport, carried goods in national and international transport, types of goods according to international classifications (HST-2007), packaging, type of hazardous goods (RID) and region of goods loading and unloading.     

Indicator periodicity: quarterly and annual

	3)  Railway transport  

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	
	Data on transport of passengers and goods transport safety, railway infrastructure, enterprises performing railway transport activity and railway track network. It is planned to start indicators on train transport by track sections; division of containers by size and inter-modal transport.   
 Indicator periodicity: quarterly and annual

	4) Inland waterways transport
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	
	Weight of goods, vessels, countries of loading/unloading, vessels flags, transport of goods in containers, etc.  
It is planned to introduce indicator on transport of empty transport vessels. 
Indicator periodicity: monthly and annual.

	5) Air transport  
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	
	Data on passengers transported, goods carried, traveled kilometers, available passenger seats; length of runway – landing, airport capacities, equipment for airplanes, etc.    
Indicator periodicity: monthly and annual

	6) Reloading
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	
	Data on reloading tons, consumption of electricity and fuel, reloading by way of handling, container reloading, etc. 

It is planned to introduce new classification HST-2007, regarding transshipment activity.
Indicator periodicity: quarterly and annual

	7) Transport safety 


	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	Ministry of the Interior
	Data on traffic accidents and casualties, causes, circumstances and participants.    

It is planned to introduce indicators on persons killed under the influence of alcohol. 

Indicator periodicity: quarterly and annual

	8) Registered vehicles 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	Ministry of the Interior
	Data on first time registered and new motor vehicles and trailers in road transport, by type of vehicles, year of production and brand. Registered motor vehicles and trailers in road transport, countries, years of construction, loading capacity, power, volume capacity, brands and types of fuels and municipalities of vehicle registration.
It is planned to divide registered vehicles in road transport by age and volume of the cylinder.
Indicator periodicity: quarterly and annual

	6. Tourism
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	Ministry of Economy and Regional Development and Business Registers Agency

	Data on accommodation facility capacities and tourist turnover i.e. travels of domestic and foreign tourists.  

It is planed to complete the data on accommodation facility capacities and provide data on organized travels of domestic tourists abroad and foreign tourists in the Republic of Serbia, as well as the data on travel agencies.  
Indicator periodicity: monthly, quarterly, semi-annual, annual and multi-annual

	STATITICS OF AGRICULUTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERY


	
	
	

	1. Statistics of Agriculture
	
	
	

	1) Census of Agriculture 2011
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	
	Data on agricultural land by way of exploitation, orchards and vineyards, types of agricultural holdings, as well as on agricultural machinery, labor force on agricultural holdings, etc. Calculation of response quality indicators: gross difference rate and simple variance of the answer, gross net rate, index of gross change, index of net change, index of inconsistency and average index of inconsistency in case of more than two classes (modalities).

Preparation of organizational and methodological instruments, organization and conducting of the Census; processing and dissemination of the Census results, analysis of the results, etc. 

Indicator periodicity: multi-annual

	2) Statistics of crop production 

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management 

	Data on areas sown in spring and in autumn, harvested areas and yields of vegetables, fruit and grapes. Annual estimations on expected yields of mayor crops, fruit and grapes. Balances of vine and food. Data on means of plant protection and fertilizers.
It is planned to conduct the survey on realized crop production and ornamental plants, as well as the census of orchards and vineyards.
Indicator periodicity: annual and multi-annual 

	3) Statistics of livestock, meat and eggs

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management 


	Gross domestic production of cattle, pigs and sheep; structure of incubators/hatchers; number of livestock; cattle slaughter in abattoirs and outside abattoirs and trade of chickens.  

It is planned to provide data on gross domestic production of sheep, goats and pigs and activity of incubators, as well as on number of pigs, cattle by herd size; creation of balances of meat and eggs, etc. 

Indicator periodicity: monthly, quarterly, semi-annual, annual and multi-annual

	4) Statistics of milk and dairy products 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management 


	Production of milk by types
In the following period, provided will be the data on: structure by dairies, protein contents; balance of milk; purchase of cow milk, dairy products and milk processing in dairies. 

Indicator periodicity: monthly, annual and multi-annual

	2. Structural statistics of agriculture 

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	
	It is planned to conduct the survey on structure of agricultural holdings (agricultural land by type of use, orchards and vineyards, types of agricultural holdings, calculation of standard gross margin, etc.) and survey on method of agricultural production.

Indicator periodicity: multi-annual 

	3. Land use and land on the protective  cover  

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	
	Data on land areas and areas sown, by types of crops, as well as on land areas of other crops, fallow land, etc.  

Indicator periodicity: annual

	4. Accounts and prices in agriculture
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	
	It is planned to provide value indicators on income in intermediate consumption in agriculture, that is: indices of income in agriculture, indices of physical volume of agricultural production; economic accounts for agriculture and forestry; income in the private sector of agriculture; price index and prices of main agricultural products and production means, etc.

Indicator periodicity: quarterly and annual 

	5. Statistics of food safety
	Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management 

and Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	
	Data on activities and control in the process of food production. 

It is planned to define and provide relevant data on food safety (rules, norms and results of the control in food production, organic food growing, etc.).

 Indicator periodicity: annual

	6. Forestry statistics
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management 

– Forest Administration 


	Growing of forest and sylviculture, exploitation of forests, plantations, and intensive plantings, construction facilities, roads and machinery and damages to forests.

It is planed to provide data on current volume increase by types of trees and stand structure.

Indicator periodicity: annual

	7. Fishery statistics

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	
	Data on fish catches, number of fishermen, fish production in ponds, etc. 

Indicator periodicity: annual

	MULTIFIELD STATISTICS


	
	
	

	1. Sustainable development statistics
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	All responsible producers of official statistics and other republic  bodies and organizations 
	Indicators of sustainable development that relate to: economic development, poverty, social exclusion – isolation (social margin), ageing of population; health of population; air protection; production and consumption of energy and waste management; land use; water protection; biodiversity; eco-systems and protected areas, transport, etc. 

The forthcoming activities refer to realization of National Strategy for Sustainable Development via implementation of action plan by creating unique base of relevant data in order to monitor development trends, as well as establishing the practice of determining official holders of public information. 

Indicator periodicity: annual

	2. Environment statistics and accounts  
	
	
	

	1) Waste and hazardous chemicals statistics 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia, Agency for Environmental Protection and Agency for chemicals 

	Ministry of Health and Institute of Public Health of Serbia 
	Data on industrial and communal waste by sectors; data on hazardous chemicals in circulation i.e. produced and imported chemicals, etc. 

It is planned to provide data on: medical and construction waste management and completing the database according to international standards and regulations. 
Indicator periodicity: annual

	2) Statistics of water, air and climate changes (Kyoto Protocol)
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia, Republic Hydro-meteorological Service, Agency for Environmental Protection and Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management 

–Republic Water Directorate 

 
	
	Data on: water quantities necessary for public supply systems, industry and agriculture and discharged waste water; irrigated agriculture land, etc, as well as data on air pollution (according to Convention on Long-range Transboundary Air Pollution – CLRTAP) and data needed for fulfilling the obligation of the   UN Framework Convention on Climate Change.

It is planned to provide indicators and data on emission in water and water resources (Bod and Cod indicators), as well as the sustainable development index (Sdi and Core-set indicators). 

Indicator periodicity: annual

	3) Environment accounts 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	
	Data on investments and costs for environmental protection: total accounts; financial sources; sources distribution; taxes and costs for environmental protection, protection of natural resources and air; data on investments of specialized institutions and sector of economy, as well as of public administration bodies and local self-government bodies, etc.
It is planned to complete the database of environmental protection accounts.
Indicator periodicity: annual

	3. Regional statistics
	
	
	

	1) Regional statistics
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia, Ministry of Economy and regional Development, Regional Development Agency, Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning, Agency for Environmental Protection and Institute for Public Health of Serbia 

	
	It is planned to develop regional statistics according to NUTS that, based on determined criteria, comprises three hierarchical levels of statistical regionalization, i.e. distribution of state area/ space.
Indicators on regional level will be provided in the following fields: regional accounts (macroeconomic indicators on the level of regions); regional statistics of labor market (average earnings and number of employees); regional statistics of agriculture (land use, structure of agricultural holdings, accounts and prices in agriculture, crop production, livestock production, agro-industrial production, etc.); regional business statistics (indicators for local units – number of local units, earnings, investments in material goods and number of employees); energy statistics (structural indicators on production and consumption of energy commodities); transport statistics (density of road network, number of registered motor vehicles and trailers in road transport, etc.); regional statistics of environment (quantities of abstracted, used and discharged waters; use of fresh waters and purification of waste waters; creation, processing and disposal of communal and hazardous waste, etc.); statistics of science and technology (data on legal entities that deal with research and development); tourism statistics on regional level (data on accommodation facility capacities and arrivals and nights of domestic and foreign tourists by types of resorts and resorts); statistics of health (organization and work of health service, resources of health system, diseases and behavior related to population health and environment, etc.); statistics of education (data on kindergartens, primary and secondary schools, high school institutions, teaching staff, education financing, etc.) and regional demography and migration statistics (data on live births, deaths and population migrations on the level of municipalities and settlements).   
Indicator periodicity: monthly, quarterly, semi-annual and annual.



	4. Science, technology and innovations
	
	
	

	1) Statistics of science and technology 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Science and Technological Development and Institute „Mihajlo Pupin”  
	
	Data on: organizations dealing with S&R activities, by sectors and scientific fields; data on employed scientists and researchers by sex, age structure, level of educational attainment and type of working hours; data on scientific works by types, primary objectives, types of research; inventions and patents according to research and development intensity; gross domestic expenditure by sectors and scientific fields; financial sources, etc.

It is planned to provide more detailed financial indicators: share of costs for science- technological activity in GDP, financing from abroad by sectors of realization and including of the data for the business sector. 

Indicator periodicity: annual

	2) Innovation statistics
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia, Ministry of Science and Technological Development and Institute „Mihajlo Pupin”     
	
	Data on innovation activities and effects of innovating, existing capacities in enterprises, aggravating factors for innovations implementation, etc, including the data on: technological innovations of products and process of production; innovations currently taking place or abandoned innovation activities; costs for innovation activities; information sources and cooperation on innovation activities;  innovation aims; innovations in organization; innovation marketing; protection of intellectual property rights; benefits from innovations for environment and innovation potentials. 
It is planned to provide all indicators needed for the Survey of European Innovation Results (EIS).  

Indicator periodicity: annual and biannual 

	3) Indicators on PhD’s and other academic title  


	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia и Ministry of Science and Technological Development
	
	It is planned to conduct the survey (CDH), in scope of IPA 2009. 

Indicator periodicity: three-year

	4) Indicators on HT industry and scientific intensive services (HTEC)
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia и Ministry of Science and Technological Development
	
	Definition and calculation of the set of indicators and classification of industry and services by development levels of capital technology and intensive work services, according to Eurostat standards.  

Indicator periodicity: annual

	5. IT society, postal and communication services 
	
	
	

	1) Statistics of IT

	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	
	Indicators on IT usage in households, enterprises and financial institutions, i.e.: access to IT; usage of computers and Internet; е-trade; е-government; basic information on ICT system; automatic data exchange within or outside enterprises; electronic data exchange in chain of purchase management, etc.

Indicator periodicity: annual

	2) Postal and communication services
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	
	Postal data services: number of letters and parcels in classic and electronic form; number of units in postal network, volume of receipts, transmitting and delivery, number of transport means for postal item expedition and realized receipts from postal services.  

Data from the field of telecommunication services: indicators on operators and telecommunication network, number of internet providers, employees, financial turnover by modalities and physical volume of telecommunication traffic by modalities and indicators on infrastructure  
Indicator periodicity: quarterly and annual


IV. REVIEW OF THE MOST SIGNIFICANT INFRASTRUCTURE AND DEVELOPMENT ACTIVITIES THAT CANNOT BE CLASSIFIED IN PARTICULAR FIELDS 

	ACTIVITY
	RESPONSIBLE PRODUCER
	CURRENT SITUATION AND PLANNED ACTIVITIES

	1. General concept of infrastructure and development activities
	All responsible producers of official statistics 
	General planned activities, in the forthcoming period, relate to: harmonization with EU methodologies and classifications, first of all, revision of the European system of accounts and application of NACE Rev.  2 Classification of Activities; development of the statistical register and its integration in statistical production processes; storage of metadata and their availability, as well as connection of the data and metadata for the whole cycle of production; usage of the Internet for dissemination to final users and for other parts of statistical production processes; development of dissemination and implementation of tools for confidential data management and access to micro data by authorized researchers, promotion and usage of Open Source Software-а, etc. Moreover, standards and common tools for efficient and secure exchange of statistical data and metadata is to be improved and cooperation with Government institutions, National Bank of Serbia and other institutions, population and international organizations is to be further enhanced; encouraging the initiatives, in compliance with European statistical code of practice and work on upgrading overall quality of official statistics.  

	2. Legal frame
	All responsible producers of official statistics
	Law on Official Statistics, as basic legal act, regulates the field of statistics, i.e. production and dissemination of official statistical data and organization of the system of official statistics in the Republic of Serbia (definition of official statistics, protection of data providers; basic principles; responsible producers of statistics; preparation of five-year statistical programs and annual applicable plans; way of publishing results of statistical surveys and data usage; method of data collecting, processing and storage; obligation of establishing statistical registers; conditions for information and data dissemination; data confidentiality and protection of confidential data; cooperation with international statistical organizations, etc.). The Law is in compliance with main principles and regulations of international decrees that relate to official statistics.

National Bank of Serbia is responsible for collecting, processing and analysis of data on monetary and balance of payment statistics in the Republic of Serbia that are processed according to the Law on National Bank of Serbia and Law on Official Statistics. Law on National Bank of Serbia determines that the Bank can stipulate an obligation for banks and other financial organizations to: record, collect process and deliver particular data, while Law on Official Statistics regulates that National Bank of Serbia determines standards of official statistics, within its performed functions.   

	3. Quality and estimations management
	All responsible producers of official statistics
	It is planned to establish system of quality management in official statistics. The Project enables identification of possible problems, specifying the directions for improvement and connection of final users and producers of statistical products and services and is based on the approach of Total Quality Management (TQM), its outcome EFQM, recommendations of the Leading Experts Group, in charge of quality (LEG on Quality) and European Statistics Code of Practice. This system consists of the set of integrated activities of monitoring, measuring and analysis of statistical indicators quality on the basis of defined product quality dimensions (CoP). The second level of the quality refers to quality of the processes in the chain of statistical production, starting from the analysis of users’ needs, via surveys’ concepts, surveys’ conduction, up to results dissemination. Reporting on realized quality by certain indicators and processes presents integral part of quality management. It is planned to start the survey on users’ and employees’ satisfaction, as well as the survey that is to decrease the response burden of data providers.  Furthermore, regarding the needs of quality estimation, it is necessary to set up the documentation system (metadata base) that is the basis for creating all kinds of reports.  

	4. Classifications
	
	

	1) Classification of Activities
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	Classification of Activities is determined by particular Law, as general standard that classifies classification units into activities. Field of CA application is regulated; method of determining products, codes and activity description; classification units; prevailing/ predominant activity; procedure for registration of classification units, etc. Moreover, particular decrees define detailed classification and methodology for classification by activities. Classification of Activities is compliant with International Classification (NACE Rev.  2).
In the following period, complete implementation of CA in statistical surveys is to be performed, meaning its application in the processes of official statistical data collecting, analysis, publishing and dissemination. 

	2) Classification of Products by Activities 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	Classification of Products by Activities has been done for the needs of calculating industrial production index by new CA.

Work on complete implementation is planned for the following period, as well as introducing of national version CPC ver. 2 and CPA 2008. 

	3) Classification of Industrial Products and Services (Prodcom List)
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	It is planned to apply Nomenclature of Industrial Products and Services– Prodcom List.



	4) Classification of Commodity Trade Statistics 
	
	

	- Combined Nomenclature – customs tariff (CT)
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia и Ministry of Finance – Customs Administration 


	Customs Tariff that is harmonized with Combined Nomenclature of EU for 2010 is applied. 

It is planned to adjust customs tariff to Combined Nomenclature; linking CT changes from the current year with the CT version from the previous year and re-processing of the data from the previous years according to new CT; implementation of CT from the current year and its connecting with other classifications in the statistical system, etc.  

	- Standard International Trade Classification rev. 4
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	SITC rev. 4 has been applied from January 1st 2010, on the basis of UN Statistical Office recommendations.  

It is planned to connect SITC rev. 4 with SITC rev. 3 and re-process the data from the previous years according to new classification; preparation and creation of new Nomenclature of External Trade Statistics rev. 4, for national and international needs regarding publishing all NETS rev. 4 levels, together with the respective descriptions.

	- Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System (HS)
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System has been used; it is in compliance with Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System – version HS 2007.

The plan is to apply new Harmonized Commodity Description and Coding System – version HS 2012.

	- BEC Classification 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	BEC Classification rev. 3 has been applied; it is harmonized with UN classification for broad economic categories, necessary for NA system harmonization. 

	- CRC Classification 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	CRC Classification has been applied in external trade statistics; it is important for economic analysis in NA. 

It is planned to introduce CRC Classification Rev. 2.0.  

	5) Classification of Types of Construction 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Classification of Types of Construction has been used and it is completely adjusted to Classification of Constructions in EU. 

	6) National Classification of Occupations 


	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	National Classification of Occupations (NCO), harmonized with international ISCO-08 classification, presents the part of National System of Classification of Occupations (NSCO). Besides the classification, it contains descriptions of classification sections, descriptions of 600 separate occupations and keys for transition to national standard regarding labor force records, i.e. to Unique Classification of Occupations and international ISCO-88 classification.    

Activities related to classification implementation are planned.  

	7) Classification of Education
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	It is planned to define codes and types of completed schools by education level, for the needs of the Census of Population, households and dwellings 2011 and also to adjust International Standard Classification of Education ISCED-97 to statistical surveys’ needs, respecting new trends in creating National Qualifications Frame (NQF). 

	8) Classification of Individual Consumption by Purpose (COICOP)
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Classification of Individual Consumption by Purpose is used in Household Budget Survey, in calculation of individual consumption and in price statistics. 
It is expected to start using this classification in the forthcoming period, in all fields that require this classification. 

	9) Classification of Institutional Sectors
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Classification of Institutional Sectors presents the integral part of NA system. It classifies institutional units by functional principle, i.e. in five institutional sectors of national economy.  
This classification is to be completely applied in the statistical practice, in the following period.   

	10) Classification of the Functions of Government (COFOG) 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Classification of the Functions of Government refers to classification of the Government expenditures according to Government functions. 
In the following period, this classification is expected to be fully implemented, in cooperation with the Ministry of Finance.

	11) Nomenclature of Statistical Territorial Units (NUTS)
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Statistical functional territories (three hierarchical levels: NUTS 1, NUTS 2 and NUTS 3) are defined according to EU criteria (NUTS classification).

It is planned to define codes of statistical functional territorial units on all levels.   

	5. Registers 
	
	

	1) Statistical Business Registers (SBR)


	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Set of statistical and legal units, used as a frame for conducting statistical surveys in the field of business statistics. 

The following activities are planned: introduction of administrative databases of the Ministry of Finance – Tax Administration, Republic Institute for Health Insurance, Republic Fund for Pension and Disability Insurance, etc; conducting annual SBR survey on multi-location business entities and introducing new statistical unit- connected/ linked business entities; analysis of the selected set of the most complex business entities, as well as of the public sector and agricultural holdings and division of statistical units: business entities and local units; implementation of quality management system regarding SBR and conducting coordinated sample aimed at decreasing response burden of data providers.

	2) Register of spatial units (RSU)
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	Alpha-numerical data (names, identification numbers, history) of spatial units: regions, districts, cities, municipalities, settlements, cadastre municipalities, local communities, statistical and enumeration areas.

Geographical review of spatial units is in charge of Republic Geodetic Authority.

It is planned to provide graphic data on spatial units to the level of enumeration areas, in digital form, data on streets and home numbers, as well as application of address translation into the address code. 

	3) Geographic Information System 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Geo-referential network of spatial units (regions, administrative districts, municipalities, settlements, cadastre municipalities, local communities and statistical areas).  

It is planned to introduce geo-referential network of enumeration areas to the base, so as to enable graphic presentation of statistical data on all territorial levels. 

	4) Register of protected natural areas 
	Ministry of Environment and spatial planning and Institute for Nature Conservation of Serbia 
	Data on protected natural areas (protected areas, protected species and mobile nature protected documents). List of protected areas, name of the referent act, list of mobile nature protected documents, list of areas under previous protection, as well as data on international protection of natural areas.

Register contains the name of the protected area, type of the protected area, international category of the protected area, central Greenwich coordinates, short description of the protected area, list of cadastre parcels by protection regimes, data on ownership and management, physical and legal changes on the protected area, number and data of the referent act regarding the beginning and end of the protection.  

	5) Register of sport facilities and organizations 
	Ministry of Youth and Sport and Republic Institute for Sports 
	Updating of the register of sport facilities and organizations

	6. Databases
	
	

	1) DevInfo Database
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia
	Database that provides method for organization, storage, review and presentation of the data, with the aim of monitoring social development. Database is used for monitoring realization of Millennium Development Goals, Poverty Reduction Strategy, and National Plan of Action for Children, National Youth Strategy, as well as gender equality policy. 

The base contains data on period, geographic areas, natural areas and resources, units of measure, sub-population and data sources, as well as metadata; it is used for social development monitoring, i.e. realization.

	2)  Special Data Dissemination Standard  (SDDS)
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia, Ministry of Finance and National Bank of Serbia
	Special Data Dissemination Standard (SDDS) relates to the database; it has been defined by IMF. 
The decision regarding the database access is expected in the following period. 

	3) Sports statistics Database
	Ministry of Youth and Sport, Republic Institute for Sports and Sports Union of Serbia
	Database on: categories of athletes, sports and sports experts; scholarships for athletes; athletes with particular national and international awards, achievements, results, as well as national directory of sports, etc.   

	7.  IT infrastructure 
	
	

	1) Coordination and management
	All responsible producers of official statistics
	It is planned to define standards and improve ICT system in order to develop and maintain software for statistical surveys and administration tasks (software solutions generator, dialog manager, i.e. set of program procedures for unique data access due to update, input, tabulating, software for database administration, etc.).   

	2) Services related to administrative applications 
	All responsible producers of official statistics
	It is planned to define standard procedures for data overtaking from particular administrative sources, to create database and develop applications for data usage, so as to make data easily available for all the sections that require the mentioned data. 

	3) Technology of information and electronic collaborative systems 
	All responsible producers of official statistics
	It is planned to improve IT infrastructure of the Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia according to IPA 2007 Project, as well as to provide necessary equipment and consolidate IT solutions and implement solutions for IT infrastructure.  

	4) Data Exchange Systems
	All responsible producers of official statistics
	The plan is to establish standards in data exchange, both internal exchange and exchange with other organizations, in accordance with recommended standards of International Development Initiative and apply more efficient methods for statistical data and metadata exchange. (SDMX initiative).

	5) Systems for data collecting and basic data transfer 
	All responsible producers of official statistics
	The plan is to establish the system for electronic report and data submitting. 

	6) Harmonization and metadata management, in internal and  international cooperation  
	All responsible producers of official statistics
	It is planned to create unique and well-organized metadata base, as it is necessary for the process of data exchange and data dissemination; it can be also used as the base for metadata driven system. 

	8. Sample methodology 
	
	

	1) Allocation and sample selection 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	Defining standards and improving methods that provide optimal sample allocation. Gradual introducing of small units rotation in order to enable coordination of repeated and different surveys and decrease reporting units’ burden. Creating sample units’ database. 

	2) Estimating parameters and sampling errors  
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	Together with improving SBR and other statistical databases, it is planned to start applying calibration on somewhat wider level; development and change of the method of parameters estimation for small domains; providing estimation errors for key parameters and indicators related to sample-based surveys, as well as testing of the applied method of error modeling. 

	3) Development activities from sample methodology by international cooperation and by software support improvement 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	It is planned to improve application of statistical methodology in surveys, via international cooperation and monitoring of EU regulations. Moreover, it is planned to improve software support for framework preparation, sample allocation, parameters’ estimation, etc. 

	9. National infrastructure of geo-spatial data 
	Republic Geodetic Authority 
	It is planned to establish National Infrastructure of Geo-spatial Data (NIGS); it is an integrated system of digital geo-spatial data in accordance with European standards. It enables users to identify and access spatial data obtained from versatile sources, from local, via national, up to the global level, in a comprehensive manner. NIGS should comprise metadata, services and geo-data sets on: geodetic-cadastre information system, environment protection, spatial-planning documents, transport and telecommunication networks, minerals and energy sources, water regime, protected immovable culture assets, spaces of importance for tourism development, geology, geo-physics, meteorology, agriculture and soil science, demography and health, industrial and production capacities, etc.  

	10. Information and dissemination 
	All responsible producers of official statistics
	It is planned to improve and develop website; application of CMC and modern design; graphic data presentation by territory – GIS; dissemination on local level and metadata base development; enhancement of communication with producers of statistical data; work on e-government portal; electronic business activity, i.e. development of the service for electronic data delivery (G2B), internal business operations via Intranet (G2Е) and website (G2C, G2B, G2G); create sub-sites on regional level for the needs of local users, define standards for visual identity, etc. 

	11.  International Statistical Cooperation 
	All responsible producers of official statistics
	Providing available data to the most significant international organizations (Еurostat, UN, IMF, World Bank, etc.) and participating at the meetings of international working groups, particularly the meetings within Eurostat. IPA and other international funds usage. 

Planned activities should provide total harmonization with European Statistical System (ЕSS), i.e. work on standards, classifications and methodologies harmonization, in order to obtain internationally comparable indicators, and get involved in international statistical cooperation of all responsible producers of official statistics.   

	12. Data safety and statistical confidentiality 
	Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia 
	Official statistics realizes complete rights’ protection of data providers and statistical units. Principle of data confidentiality encompasses protection of the data that relate to separate statistical units, meaning that individual data can be used only for statistical purposes. Law on official statistics orders to responsible producers of statistics to remove identifiers of reporting and statistical units after processing of the collected data. Questionnaires and other forms that contain individual data are to be destroyed after the conduction of the statistical surveys, i.e. when input, coding and processing of data are finished, according to the regulations. Collected, processed and stored data, for the needs of official statistics, become confidential when physical person or legal entity can be directly or indirectly identified by name, address or ID number. Confidential data can be used when necessary for determining rights or situation of the reporting unit, as well as defining obligations to the reporting units. Responsible producers of statistics can provide individual data to scientific and research institutions, but only at written request; provided data must be given without identifiers; also, producers are obliged to take care of such users, as well as of the purpose for which the data are provided. Protection of confidential data is provided by limited access to confidential data; it is limited to persons that produce official statistics, on their jobs, up to the level to which such data are necessary for production of official statistics. Responsible producers of official statistics are obliged to undertake all determined administrative, technical and organizational measures that are necessary for confidential data protection against illicit access, reveal or usage.  


V. RESPONSIBLE PRODUCERS OF OFFICIAL STATISTICS 

Law on official statistics, article 6, defines that the system of official statistics of the Republic of Serbia involves the following institutions as the responsible producers of official statistics: Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia, National Bank of Serbia, Administration of the City of Belgrade and all other responsible producers of official statistics enlisted in five-year statistical Program.    

The Program of official statistics in the period 2011-2015 determines that the Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia is in charge of the greatest number of surveys from the real sector and a part of the external sector (export and import of goods, etc.), while the National Bank of Serbia is responsible for financial, monetary and majority of the external sector.
In compliance with the Law, this Program sets other responsible producers of official statistics:
- Ministry of Finance – in charge of public revenues and expenditures; 
- Ministry of the Interior- in charge of the number of surveys regarding transport and crime;
- Ministry of Justice, High Judicial Council and State Prosecutors – in charge of certain surveys from the administration of justice;
- Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management- in charge of some surveys related to food safety, food balance and environment protection;  
- Ministry of Health and Institute of Public Health of Serbia- responsible for public health and health care;

- Ministry of Mining and Energy- in charge of energy statistics; 
- Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning, Agency for Environmental Protection, Agency for Chemicals and Institute for Nature Conservation of Serbia- responsible for information system of environment and register of protected natural resources; 
- Ministry of Science and Technological Development and Institute “Mihajlo Pupin” – responsible for statistics of science, technology and innovations; 
- Ministry of Education- in charge of education and life-long learning statistics;

- Ministry of Labor and Social Policy- in charge of social welfare statistics;
- Ministry of Youth and Sport- in charge of the surveys regarding sport statistics; 

- Ministry of Economy and Regional Development- in charge of defining and calculating indices of regional development;
- Republic Hydro-meteorological Service- in charge of environmental protection statistics;
- Republic Geodetic Authority – responsible for National Infrastructure of Spatial Data;
- National Employment Service- in charge of certain surveys regarding labor market;
- Republic Fund for Pension and Disability Insurance- in charge of pension and disability insurance statistics; and 

- Republic Institute for Health Insurance- in charge of compulsory health insurance and safety at work statistics.   
 Moreover, City Administration of the city of Belgrade is in charge of data collecting and processing, referring to the majority of statistical surveys conducted on the territory of the city of Belgrade.    
VI. EXPECTED PROBLEMS AND CONDITIONS FOR PROGRAM REALIZATION 
In the recent past, activities and series of changes have been started with the intent to harmonize major indicators, primarily, in the field of national accounts and economic statistics. Modifications have been going on well so far. In the forthcoming period, full harmonization of official statistics should be carried out, in accordance with EU standards, both in the mentioned fields and in other statistical fields as well. Besides the development activities, particularly important are preparations for two crucial statistical actions: census of agriculture and census of population, households and dwellings.

Funds and staff as well as prerequisites for the production of quality, timely and exhaustive data and indicators are required for the development of official statistics in the forthcoming period. 

The National Assembly, Government and competent bodies will create an appropriate institutional frame for changes to be done in statistics and for measurement of socio-economic occurrences. It actually means that active policy should be the tool for implementing legal and other conditions necessary for official statistics functioning, so as to achieve complete harmonization with the EU statistical system.

Setting better conditions and enabling improved cooperation and coordination with data users and providers, as well as strengthening the capacities of all participants in the process of production and usage of statistical data and analysis are among the first pre-conditions necessary for realization of the envisaged activities regarding official statistics. Furthermore, statistics needs public support as regard to data providers, through propaganda and legal protection. 

The number of requests for different statistical indicators will grow along with negotiations on stabilization and accession to the EU. Therefore, official statistics should be ready to meet them because it is perceived by international organizations and the public as the unique competent and authorized institution to provide objective statistical information on socio-economic trends in the Republic of Serbia. However, to fulfill this task, official statistics needs modern methodologies and adequate mechanisms, recognized and accepted by EUROSTAT, IMF, OECD and other relevant international organizations and institutions.

Despite the exhaustiveness of the mentioned activities and tasks, they should be carried out quicker than in neighboring countries because there is a delay in relation to them. Also, an appropriate environment is required for the intended changes, implying also appropriate investments in material and human resources.

List of abbreviations

ЕU
European Union

UN
United Nations

OECD
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development

IМF
International Monetary Fund

EUROSTAT
Statistical Office of the European Communities

WHO
World Health Organization
Compendium
Statistical Program of Eurostat
IPA
Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance of the EU
NPI
National Program for Integration of Serbia into EU
ESS
European Statistical System 

NACE
EU Classification of Activities

SNA
Classified System of National Accounts
ESA
European System of National and Regional Accounts
MIG
Main Industrial Groupings by destination, according to EU methodology 
GDP
Gross Domestic Product
CA
Classification of Activities 

SITC
Standard International Trade Classification

NETS
Nomenclature for the External Trade Statistics 
Prodcom
Classification of Products of the European Community

CPА
Classification of Products by Activities

COICOP
Classification of Individual Consumption by Purpose

ICD
International Classification of Diseases, Injuries and Causes of Deaths 

ISCO
International Standard Classification of Occupations

ISCED 
International Standard Classification of Education  
Kyoto Protocol
Protocol to the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
CLRTAP 
Convention on Long-Range Transboundary Air Pollution
DevInfo
Database system which monitors progress towards the Millennium Development Goals  

NUTS
Nomenclature of Units for Territorial Statistics

CPI
Consumer Price Index

VAT
Value added tax

EU–SILC
Statistics on EU Survey on Income and Living Conditions

SAS
Statistical Analysis Software

INPUT-OUTPUT 
Tables of production and consumption relations by products and services 

GDDS
General Data Dissemination System 

SDDS
Special Data Dissemination Standard 

ICT
Information and Communication Technology

M O T I V A T I O N
I. LEGAL BASIS
Legal basis of this Program is implicated in regulation of article 18, paragraph 2 of the Law on Official Statistics (“Official Journal of RS”, No 104/09), which specifies that National Assembly passes five-year statistical Program and also in regulation of article 8, paragraph 1 of the Law on National Assembly (“Official Journal of RS”, No 9/10), which stipulates that National Assembly, apart from other acts, also passes the decisions.    
II. REASONS FOR PASSING THE ACT 
Bearing in mind that the Republic of Serbia is in the process of intensive activities regarding harmonization and adjustment to the standards and practices of the EU, as well as that statistical surveys conducting and statistical indicators providing by responsible producers of official statistics present crucial segment of such activities, five-year statistical Program has to be determined. Moreover, Law on official statistics, in its   transitional and final provisions, anticipates that the National Assembly is obliged to pass five-year Program of official statistics within one year after this Law enters into force.      

Passing the Program and accessing the EU are mutually dependant processes, since official statistics should provide monitoring and measuring of the results of these activities, particularly in economic part, as well as estimating capability of accepting the duties that arise from EU membership (the part referring to statistics) and monitoring indicators on satisfying economic criteria related to membership and future negotiations for signing the Agreement on Accession to the EU. Furthermore, obligations of official statistics of the Republic of Serbia and defining the program of activities are not only the result of EU accessing process, but also appear due to international relations with other organizations, such as UN, IMF, WB, OECD, etc.
Generally speaking, five-year Program has been prepared according to the concept of EU official statistics, i.e. Eurostat. Grounds of this Program are presented in: Development Strategy of Official Statistics of the Republic of Serbia, 2009-2012, National Program of Integration and Program of Eurostat (Compendium 2009).  
Program has been designed in accordance with international standards and practice, setting the conditions for: obtaining the most significant statistical indicators, developing official statistics, i.e. harmonization of methodologies, classifications, nomenclatures and statistical practices to international standards, increasing comparability of official statistics with statistics of other countries and international organizations, as well as promoting the role and importance of the official statistics for overall society.  
Program of official statistics in the period 2011-2015 aims at absolute harmonizing of the statistical surveys and indicators with international standards, first of all with the EU standards, until the end of the mentioned period.
Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia that, within the system of official statistics of the Republic of Serbia realizes the greatest part of statistical activities, has coordinated the task related to Program creation, actively involving other responsible producers of official statistics: National Bank of Serbia, Ministry of Labor and Social Policy, Ministry of Health, Ministry of Finance, Ministry of Environment and Spatial Planning, Republic Fund for Pension and Disability Insurance, National Employment Service, Republic Institute for Health Insurance, etc.   

Five-year Program has been also considered by the Council of Statistics of the Republic of Serbia, established by the Government, in accordance with the provisions of the Law on official statistics. The Council, as integral part of official statistics, presents expert advisory body that initially deals with strategic issues, i.e. considering and providing opinion regarding the following matters: development strategy of official statistics; creation of five-year Program and annual plans of statistical surveys; requirements for census conducting, as well as standards, methodologies, etc.   

III. EXPLANATION OF CERTAIN SOLUTIONS 
According to the provisions of Article 19 of the Law on Official Statistics, Program contains the following: Development Strategy of the Official Statistics for five-year period, Review of expected results of official statistics development, Review of the most significant infrastructure and development activities that cannot be classified in particular fields, Responsible Producers of Official Statistics and Expected Problems and Conditions for Program Realization.
Objective of the Strategy is to provide faster development of official statistics towards harmonization of methodologies, standards and good statistical practice with EU member states and to extend the basis for gaining the most important statistical indicators, as well as to increase comparability of official data of the Republic of Serbia with statistical data of other European countries.  
Role of official statistics, promoted by this strategy, as well as its mission and vision, refers to collecting, processing, analyzing and publishing of the statistical data and information, with compulsory usage of methodological and organizational knowledge, statistical standards and modern techniques and technologies. Published statistical data and information must be of high-quality, timely, unbiased, accessible and simple for use.
Main strategic aims define priorities, i.e. major activity directions and goals that are to be achieved by official statistics (harmonization of the system with international standards, improvement of the process of statistical data production, improvement of official statistics system via cooperation with and assistance to other institutions in charge of conducting certain parts of the statistical Program, strengthening confidence in official statistics, etc.). Moreover, strategy also encompasses the most significant infrastructure and development activities that directly or indirectly support the work on creating and examining statistical indicators that are the main objective of official statistics activity (legal frame, quality management, classifications, ICT, information and dissemination and international cooperation). 
Besides the expected results of the official statistics development, also included are: detailed review of current situation of indicators together with indicators’ changes by statistical areas, as well as data on indicators periodicity and comparability level, i.e. planned activities related to harmonization with international standards. Statistical indicators are divided by main statistical areas: demography and social statistics; macro-economic statistics; business statistics; statistics of agriculture, forestry and fishery and multi-field statistics. Each segment includes information on responsible producers and administrative data sources, if any, with the list of existing indicators and indicators that are to be provided in the forthcoming period, in accordance with international standards and practice.    
Review of the most important infrastructure and development activities that cannot be classified in particular statistical fields contains activities, responsible producers and description of current situation and planned activities. This part of the Program encompasses: legal frame, quality management and estimation, classifications, registers, databases, information and communication infrastructure, sample methodology, information and dissemination, international cooperation, etc.   
Law on official statistics in article 6 stipulates that responsible producers of official statistics are as follows: Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia, National Bank of Serbia, City Administration of the city of Belgrade and other responsible producers of official statistics listed in five-year statistical Program. Separate section of this Program presents other responsible producers of official statistics, as well as the statistical fields that the producers are responsible for.     
 The last part of the Program refers to expected problems and conditions for Program realization. It is particularly emphasized that an important precondition for realization of activities planned in official statistics Program relates to improved cooperation and coordination with data users and producers, further development and reinforcing of the capacities of all participants of the production, usage and analysis processes. Additionally, it is necessary to provide public support to official statistics in relation with data providers, meaning that this Program, apart from being legally defined obligation of data providing for the needs of statistics, also presents one of the most significant segments of institutional arrangement of official statistics in the Republic of Serbia.   
IV. FINANCIAL RESOURCES FOR IMPLEMENTING THE LAW 
No additional financial resources from the budget of the Republic of Serbia are requested for implementing this Program.  
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