Revision data
The quarterly and annual data presented in the SORS publications are created by aggregating the monthly data. However, due to constant revisions and corrections, the quarterly and annual data may vary from the previously published monthly data. The final data are published in the middle current year and relate to the previous year.
Customs Administration collects and visually controls, through customs offices, all inputs on customs declarations including those used for statistical purposes. Controlled data are submitted to the SORS once a month (the 15th in the month). After having checked if the list of Merchandise with exports and imports forms, codes of currencies and countries, FSO border, etc. have been applied correctly, one proceeds in the Office with data processing for users’ needs according to the current project.

The revision of external trade statistics can be classified into two main groups:

1. The revision of preliminary data received from the Customs administration, relating to all months of the current year;
2. The revision of the published final data by the SORS. 
    2.1. Data obtained from the Customs Administration of the Republic of Serbia are revised on monthly basis. Every month all the data are controlled from the beginning of the year till the current month. If modification there is, the data are corrected, of which the Customs Administration is notified. 

All wrong values entered in the box statistical value that could be further revised are directly corrected in the original papers. This is in charge of the statistical authority and there after the respective customs office. If even after additional revisions we could not determine for certain sets the correct value that shall be entered in the box statistical value, these are excluded from current processing. However, before the following processing, the right value shall be defined in cooperation with the customs authority. In the following data processing the customs authority shall duly advise the statistical authority on the facts found.

The difference in data relative to a given month has partly arisen from the fact that a number of customs declarations have been subsequently processed yielding data which are included in data for the month they refer to.  This is also the case with customs declarations in which the customs procedure is revised. 
For reason of different nature of data revision, the data of the first and last revision for the reference year may sometimes differ significantly from each other. 
     2.2. The revision of the published final data by the Statistical Office of the Republic of Serbia shall be implemented only for the purpose of methodological adjustments with the UN concept and definitions, i.e. with standards applicable in the EU, or when necessary to upgrade the estimation method for the category of data aggregated as unclassified goods (for example, by destination, activity, trade classification, etc.).

Having adopted the general trade system, the coverage of exports and imports of goods was increased by the value of goods stored in warehouse; however a major part of these goods went to the category unclassified, since declarant was not held obligated to specify these goods by customs tariffs when entering warehouse. In 2009 and 2010 the value of goods in the category unclassified amounted to about 20% of the total imports. Later on the methods have been worked out so that the goods from the mentioned category are classified by aggregates, as appropriate. 

The mentioned changes were carried out in mid-July 2012, so that the final data for 2011 were processed in this way. However, since in external trade statistical releases the comparative data for the previous year are included as well, the year 2010 was presented in the same way in these publications (marked G, annual).
The final data for 2010 that were published in statistical releases SТ11–SТ16, marked G (numbers 195 – 200, of 14 July 2011) are different in relation to the data published as final for 2011 in statistical releases SТ11–SТ16, marked G (numbers 196 – 201, of 17 July 2012).  

The differences are notable on the level of aggregates: SITC sections and divisions, activities and groups of products by destination, and this resulted mainly from the fact that goods from the category unclassified were additionally transferred for the respective aggregate.  

In July 2012 certain methodological harmonization was implemented and this relates to the final data for 2011, as well as to the data for the period January-July 2012.

Namely, pursuant to the recommendations by the Eurostat experts and the consultations with the Customs administration, excluded from processing was the procedure 76 00, which relates to the customs warehousing. This customs procedure (76) is related to goods imports contingent and therefore the value of imports of the Republic of Serbia was revised.    

Since the releases are not republished, in cases when users require revised data from January to May 2012, we can supply these data on their request. 

These methodological adjustments (excluding the procedure 76 00) were additionally implemented also for the series 2004-2010, and all changes are notable through updated data in the database – External trade, and within the statistical area External trade – Data, at the SORS site.

In July 2014 another methodological adjustment was made concerning the codes of exporting countries for certain number of records where the code was not properly taken over from the customs documents. This refers exclusively to external trade data presentation by countries. Therefore, the data for 2013, as well as for the previous 2012, can be found in annual releases ST11g - ST16g (No 193-198 of 16/07/2014). 

In September 2017, by reason of methodological harmonization data were revised for all the months of the current year and the complete 2016. 

This methodological data revision pertains to the coverage of goods placed in a customs warehouse, primarily on the side of imports, by which the corrected value for a part of goods has been recorded twice, and refers to the coverage by the special trade system. The corrections relate to 2017 and 2016, and subsequently to 2015 also.
To explain the reason of this intervention on data coverage an example is given hereafter: when goods “enter” a customs warehouse, the combination of the current and previous customs procedure is 71 00. In a certain number of customs declarations, with goods that “exit” the warehouse, the previous procedure (procedure codes 71, 76 and 78) was not inserted adequately. This applies also to customs procedures, which are relative to imports of goods, bearing the codes 40 (release of goods in free circulation), 51 (active replenishment – disposal system) and 57 (active replenishment – disposal system, in free zone). Namely, instead of having a combination of the current and previous customs procedure 40 71, the one recorded in those customs documents (Unique Customs Document) was 40 00, which indicates that those were goods that had already been in customs warehouse and that they were treated as “pure” imports and were included twice in the coverage under the general trade system. At the same time, this is why the coverage of goods on the imports side, under the special trade system, was smaller, and those goods were covered under the general trade system, which unduly made the imports greater. 

After having matched those declarations, the findings were that the difference between already published data for 2016 and revised data, on the imports side, exceeded 300 million euros.
Therefore, this combination of a given customs procedure and the previous one, which is   now subsequently controlled, is very important because it determines whether the goods are included in the coverage of data obtained from the Customs, which the statistics uses and edits. A portion of those data is not covered by the results of international trade in goods, but is processed for the National Bank of Serbia and national accounts purposes. 
Users of our data are expressly told that the most up-dated data from our subject-matter are to be found in the external trade database on SORS website. Specific users’ requests are met, in which case necessary data and methodological explanations are provided to them to clarify anything that is not clear enough or explained in a precise manner. 

